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Ecology and Technology of livelihood as determinants of tribal economy 


in Eastern India 


‘This Igo partly anaiytioe! paper, seeking 10 
expose some brood covteletions, not veces 
sarily to osteblish sry ceueal relationship of 
daterminiatic nature, Of courea, it will_b quite 
{in order, if eny imputed dcterminfatic reteticnship 
Iss shown to bo Invalid. For, it la oasy 10 
Visualize @ deterministic. "Yelationship. betweon 
‘ecology and technology of "production’* on the 
‘one hand, and the nature of economy on the 
ther, At tho outeot,. ft may be consi 
whethor “Muchology ot production’, tacos she 
danger of boing Yooticted. Production” hus 

® —Procis» and specific connotation in soclat 
solances evan in anthropology, Wo distinguish 

botweon focd-gathoring and food production 
economies. If “technolny of  Iivelihaad”* ts 

‘used hore (refer to the technology with the 

‘means of which « group's major food resources 

‘ar9 gathored, harvested or dovived, storod and 

reproduced for apetitne uses, thore moy not 

‘bo any confusion, nd morwover, this may bo 

heuristically adequate. Wo may algo note thot 

In anthropotogical cortex: “ecology” aloo 

includes soctal-culwisl ecology: Then, thore 

‘a the problem of delimiting tho tine and opaco 

{for this papor. The recently intioduced modoen 

technology spengored through tho development 

‘natitutions by the State may define the period 

Which ie out side the present. consideration 

While focusing on. ezezomn Incia proper, it may 

bs necessary to take Into our amb. tonitats 

©F peoples. belonging, by many aceounte,. 10 

nomt-etstern India, Howovat, wo may remembor 

thet et least since neolithic times, itle easy 10 

point out cultural, inclusive of linguistic, con- 

‘inuitice of castor India with north-eastern 

Indie, even with south east Asien regions beyond. 

‘Again, we havoto anclyse tho multiplex elationship 

‘hot only betwven ecology and technology of 

livatiioed on the one hend, and tho nature and 

‘type of economy on the other, but also betwoen 
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ecology and technology. in #s much <= th® 
nature end type of econoniy aro alfectod vitally 
bby the prosenco or absence of tho Steto end. of 
Individual property ghia in. land. and other 
regourcos, tho limitations cf the co-reletions may 
‘bo exposed, Tho score of this poger I furthor 
teotileted to tho goviatioe, called. “wibal” oF 
‘margipal” In India. We shell considor food 
‘gathering, «widen, Inga terrecos, end low 
land cultivation as typce of azonemie 


Foad-gathoring propos of Eastern and North: 


‘astern India are known in. nnhvopologieat 
Htoraturat0,bo + Hill Kharla of Orie, the Blot 
of Bibar end Oreen, Parhclo of Bihor, snd tho 


Sulung of Ajuyaetal Piadcsh. Recont resasreh 
by tho Department of Anthropology, — Uskal 
University, has. Identified tho Uli, at. prevent 
Included In the tat of Scheduled Coates in 
(ries, a6 basically in tho seme eco-tochnological 
status os of the Hill Khari of Similipchar rango 
‘of Mayuibhen), ond enjoying tceally the samo 
focial status es tho Hl Khari. who clsim tho 
Ujin as choir "brothor” of the “Shabara”  gioup. 
‘Tha Korva of North Weet Orisea, South-woet 
Bihat end the adjoining region of Medhya 
Pradesh, wos long credited with a gathoiing 
‘conn ethnic Groups ned to live 
In tho ll =, depending on the foroat- 
bbasod resources. for thelr major means of tive 
hood, ct loget bafcre the recent ethnographic 
reporis wore svaligbla sinco the boginsing of 
the twentieth Contry, In technology there was 
‘more of fees uniform range of epallancos end 
equipments; digging sticks, nets to catch wild 
animals, stunning toh in i 

Dottos ‘with toxle propenice, living in. semi 
rromadic existenco in tempolaty huts wilo 
gathering forest produce, earthen cooklng pete 
and a few other domestic tools, 


‘When the economy of each of these groups 
Is closely analysed, slmost in all cases instability 
‘and dapondancy on the local tibes end castes, 
‘often under the supervising erm of the State, 
tars their economy. ‘The Hit Kharia, the 
nd the Bichor seem to have onterad the 
Of tha respacive ragions sinc? 
‘mo immemaial, most probably before tho 
‘colonial times. The Hill Kharia end the Ula ara 
marginal to amallscais formas, when nat 
landless and have doveloped slmost a stable 
‘market roletionship with ow lond trades. lately 
iso with Forest Corpovation of vis, to wade 
‘their commoditis; wild honey, arrow-root and 
t8in. A good numbsr of fledgolings of some 
‘pot birds from ths hills fotch good price during 
om seasons. Tho Birhor colloct mataials for 
‘ropes from tha forest and sell the ropes In the 
‘wookly markats that dot the fringe of tho hills. 
‘All those groups have come to evolve from a 
forest. food-oathating eaonamy to b> largaly 3 
‘markst-orlontod economy com>romisos with 
Stato foret I2ws ond officals. Tho Hill Kharia and 
Ujio.eltorhar9 bstwoea forsstgathaing and 
farming or diy-labou°, white the Bichor migrate 
‘to samo ora” forest oroas. with ampler mitorials 
{or ‘apes and mankoys which they catch and eat 
with relish. The dependonce of th» Birr on 
tho market vill b> cloniy. established by dater~ 
mining th» ftoquancy of their cooking tice for 
food which thay purchase. The Korwa had 
developed soms strong tendency to depend on 
marginal farming: 


it Suralit Sioha’s hypothesis is taken into 
consideration, th» Bichor may bo Parhaia end 
‘some ether hunter-gatharer groups of to-day ma 
have rolazsed into 2 more unstable "Marginal 
‘economy. The Hill Kharia claim that they had 
Cchiafs among thom and ome forts ia Simli Paar 
‘ange are allaged to b2 their strongholds. How- 
‘ver, our limited observations confirm that food- 
‘gatharing aconomy could bo said to be directly 
‘and positoly conlated with 2” specifi ecologi- 
cel syatom and technology. But the moment 
the Stata mikss inroads into their habitat or 
lcumectibos thee rosource base, because of the 
‘urgency snd Value of the forest woalth, the 
‘economy becomes destabilized til it reaches & 
new compromise and new level of sibility of 
Interactions and inter-dapendence with the State, 
the markat system and the naighbouring ethnie 
‘groupe. Tho Sulung in Arunachal Pradesh, who 
‘wero good huntets and gatherors had existed in 
‘a Stateless society for Centuries, there was no 
preseure from the Stato to chenge thelr economy 
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which had taken to swidden cultivation in some 
‘messure; but thelr economy was dependent on 
thet of the Dsfia end Mii dominant neighbours, 
Jn.2 moro oF lass analogous position as botweon 
the Nogroos_and Pigmy Nogriles In Central 
Congo of Afica. 


If the Andsmaness could be considered here, 
‘thair ezology and technology cculd be said to be 
‘coreiated simast portscily with the nature and 
type of economy they hed. 


{nail th:ee groups there was no property right 
Jn land, forest resourcas. 0: marine resources, 
‘except the right of discovery of the honeycombs 
‘among the Kharia and Ujia or similar rights of 
first appropriation at a particular place or time. 
‘Atthough sharing and co-oparation in economic 
‘pursuits was not uncommon, the communal hut 
of the Andamangss was an exception. . Hunting 
‘and Food gathering economy in Eastern India of 
historical timos may not be credited with plentiful 
esouscos all tho yoo round, #8 for example, one 
‘encounters among the acorn gatherers of Calle 
{orala 0: stable fisharoa of ‘Northwest coast of 
U.S.A, the only oxception being the Anda- 
isnsge. Wo donot find any _ technology 
veloped to stor the gathered food matotels 
129g the forest: based groups; this may bo du 
the nature of food matorsis collected : tho 
tubers, foots and fruits ave not emanable to 
storing #8 reotn seods are. 


‘As for the swiddoners. of osstor and north 
‘caste india, wo find thom parched on hill slopes 
‘and spurt, even on hill tops, a few of them occu 
Pring the valley as wells tho hill slopes In tho 
‘mountaingue rogion in monsoon India. There aro 
‘two pattems of swidden cultivation. In north 
astern India, which sttaddles the adjacent 
rogions of southeast Asia, tovera! voriotios of 
crops are grown by planting seeds together in the 
ibblod holes in the swidden plot before the 
heavy rains. In the eastern Indian type, the 
field ig hyed of the goil is turned up with pickexo 
‘and_majot crops like paddy and pulses are sown 
broadcast, with the soll being turned over to 
‘cover tho seeds. Among the Hill Bhuinya and 
Juang of Orisa the plough is used for cultvetion 
‘of tho soll along the contour, the hoe being 
reserved for the comss or rocky outorops. So 
far 28 ou: knowledge goes, the Koya of Koraput 
algo uses the plough in swiddan fields, which 
‘or on slopes of low gradient. ‘The Hill Bhuinye 
‘case could bo taken as a case of carryover of 
the ploush to the hil slopes, 3 numerous plains 
Bhuiyen cro low land agriculuigis.’ But the 
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‘Munderi speaking Juang in similar ecological 
setting slso use the plough end ko th> ill 
BBhuiyan worship tho goddses of Peddy, Leksm) 

<GBloughing among the Bhuiven and the Jusre 

FoF Orisss goes back to the loral store eyciem 
Which Imposed plough-tex of Rupee one ber 
plough. which wae traditionally fixed til tho 
Tocemt revenue settlement, Forest restrictions 
‘and sivinkege of the forest have reduced the 
roe of swidden, end coupled with pressore of 
population, have forced them to shorten tho 
fallowing cycle, Many families have setied 
‘down to tow land agriculture on lands. glven by: 
‘the, Government, But for several conturios, 

years, thelr technology didnot change 

ubstantially, except substituting iron scrapers 
for bamboo onas In northeastern hills ot using 

‘lbbies with fron point in place of @ tapered 

bamboo point, What ‘hae most probably 

‘ondured is the swiddoners entoring Into the tocat 

markit ayetom for selling thelr ‘cash oops 

hill pulsss, ollneds. end for pu'chosina ice, 
cloth, eplore, salt, tobacco, Iron, ete, The nex! 
in Thalland and Los, otc 

‘cash crope ike opium end 

In part of Indonesia, 10 grow and sil offen, 

aves, veil, etc, on lndividuely held fill fond. 


LUnika the food-gathorora. and hunters, the 
‘economy of the ewiddonars from vey aaclont 
‘nee, appetrs to bo an adivnct to. tho market 
eonomy and the eta aystom In castor Indl 
Motel technology has entered the ewidden 
fystem sineo time. Immemmorial: Tho Asur and 
‘tho lion smoltere (Agila) and fobriogtore ke 
Luhura of Bihar and Oiisea wore too clove to 
the swiddenore and plough cultvetors with too 
tlluing & model to be avoided. The awiddonor® 
‘who took to th» plough adapted the ploughing 
Technique to hill elonet; yot, ploughing the 
tlopse might have eroded the soll more than the 
heer pick, Hawavor, tha hills In Koraput (South 
Orissa) distict ero Genuded of vogetativn, but 
not so the hile of Bhuiyen and Juang habitet, 


$0, we find the technology of ewiddenore 
fadepted to tho soll type, physiogtenhy and 
Geology of the hills, though the Bhulyan and 
Sueng’ exceptions. with plough cuttvetion eo 
fnot seem to be complotay out of plane with the 
hill ecology, The teason why these Is no 
significant soil erosion in Bhulya and Juang 
hills may bo found in the practic» of communal 
election and. distribution of .ewidden land. fn 
focel theory, the land bolongs to the villg®, 
Tegally the stata owns it, In South Orissa tho 


widen land is paicalod into individually owned 
plots, which doss not deter the owner from over 
uivating the lend, reducing Ht to. degradation. 
{In novth-osstern India, communal ovinership end 
Gontol of land, respected by the Stats, coupled 
‘vith higher rainfall and fester 1ate of recupera~ 
ton of vegetation, hava notallowed the swiddons 
to degiads and code the land obtrusvely. It 
is interesting to note that in no-th esstern Ind 
the tibol rights in land wore retained because 
fof thy bloody fights with the British and because 
ff the etvtagie location slong frontiers and in 
the Bhuiva Juang orcas, because these. tribes 
‘wore politically Important and Rajas had 10 
‘depend on tholr support and hence to respect 
thoirtaditionel ight 


‘Thote ore a fow tribal groups with terraces on 
hitblopes, Hrigeted by ehannelizing ® hill eveem, 
‘The tutacos ere constructed with moticulous care, 
‘offen ovet Wo generations and_ yield permanent 
luo tora 
‘site Wato® souteo, 


famous ampli 


fdvootted tho view that with hoad=nhunting 
fmonece all around, only permanent torace 
cultivation enaured. safety and food sacurly 


While this the nicoly Into the Nogo cso end 
;or0 of e8 ombracas. tho Apa Tunl cace, on the 
hoighbouring Detle. wore egotessive. raidore at 
found, thie, le tdly applicable, to tho hill 
Stora. The Kondh are swiddoners and 
‘tho hillSeore ere both eviddenare end toxece 
cultivators, oven whn living In the camo village 
If there. wes. aggestivenose, it was indulged In 
by the. hill Geord who somotimes reided the 
plelns viloges, not withowt suficlent or, cumulé- 
five reosore. However, the very fect that 
tinder the samo ecological conditions and 
constants, the Stora fe  toyrace-culivatore 
‘wharees thelr nextdeor neighbour, Kondh. af 
fwiddonotg, points tthe lack of ccngivence 
between ecology on the one hand and techno- 
ogy end economy onthe other. But once the 
‘economy of tetiace agiieulture.predigpence the 
family. to cling to thele haré-wrought ter'ecce, 
there is fio surptise in the Hil! Saors having 
joint family ovening the terraced property, while 
the Kondh hayy daveloped no joint forily, the 
‘swiddon land originally. being held by the clon, 
‘The Hill Bonds, aggresive by nature, have 
maintained thalr relative. fsolstion becaus of 
‘thal ll traces 


We may also note that the Apa Tani have 
Intigated terrace agriculture with hoe and no plough 
technology: so also the Angami, But the Scot 
hhave the plough for his toraoes, It soaina, 
hhoe-oultivetion of iigated tenaces was the most 
frequent south-oest Asian trait, 


‘Tho lowland agriculture io privately owner 
and with plough and other ‘echnologieal outtt 
Of tho ordinary Indian passsnt characterizes 
the tribal groupe of middls end eastorn Indi, 
with dependence on « compliment of speclali 
astes ike blacksmith (The Hil Sora had 
doveloped even spacialged groupe of breziets, 
‘baakatmakers, waavers and potters amang them.) 
Hero wo have the Munderl spaakors, the. Sental, 
Ho, Munda, Khevla and some Saora, and the 
Dravidian speskers, the Gond, roma’ Kondh, 
Oraon, Kisan and Mirdhs. Thera Ie an. into 

ting commentary on the ecological and techno= 


logical factors whom walghed against tho 
cultural ones The Hill Saora ore bwiddonors 
‘and torece-cultivators, but tho secuiturated. 


Hinduized Shuddha Shab (callod, locally 
Sudha Saora) won't have anything to do. with 
fewiddeon utiva lon, Which Iso mwvk of low 
“Laniia Snore” atatue Thus in tho exmo 
‘20logieal zon» on similiar hill slopes, tho Kondh 
‘and Lanjia Si070 ae awiddene and the Sudha 
‘Snot, totrago snd low-land agricutuilst 


Ht tho economy of tho huntorgethorer te 
markot-orionted bocausa of Internal. Inedaquacy 


‘and instability and external constsinta, thd 
economy of tho lowland ogrloultulit with 
‘mono crop harvest. is. market-oriented and 


auh-crop-baead boeause of Its very natura ond 


‘was presented on December 34, 


entitled, “Ecolony snd Technology of 


‘oxernal relations of superadinetion and subordina 
tion. In Chotansgpur and eleewhers indigenous 

litt-inigetion andl even tank. iigation fs practised 

for inigating the lowsland fleldo, in the valley 
villages tho Bhuinyan and others dem up the 

hill streams end train the water channel to 

Twigats thelr field, The ecologies! and techno: 

logical opportunites sr fully ut'sed with tho 
Yeohnitogy borrowed from the adighbours, The 
Ho 479 low-lond oprioulturist, Their. ewiddening 
forebears, the Corengn Kolhe or Erenga Kol in 
Orissa (in Sunargarh distct) hive boon 
observed to bo very successful low-land 
arlcutturit, using redilonal ~¢o-cporative 
‘mutual oxch=nge lebour to advanta 


{In passing, we may take noto of tho wry, 
fow pastoral groups tke the Shordukpen of 
Kormona distic, "Arunachal: Pradesh, who 
migratud Dboiwoen India und Tibetan 
reas of tho Himaloyas, the ecologies! con 
int ls ory palpable end strong, ‘Thelt 
{echnology was adapted to this economy based 
‘on migration, Which afforded thom the oppo'= 
tunity to bo middlomen ond traders. botwooa 
Indian ond Tiboton regions, 


Thorafove, wo may conclude thet inspite of tho 
wide range of verition In ecology, technology 
‘and economy which the tribal poo:o of eastern 
ind_nosth nastorn. India exhibited, thers in @ 
‘Genoral—interdupendence between them, 
Howevor, cultural oriontaions and opportunities 
may wanscond ecological und technological 
dofiieneios and constaints to result in. an 
fconomy not jogicelly or empirically. dudueed 
from ecological conditions o technological love. 


lined #8 determinants of tibet economy in 
1987 in tho Indian Musoun Nations! Seminar on 


“Ecology, Economy and Technology of production in Eastern Jada 
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Impact of evolving forest policy and planned development on indigenous 
people in Orissa: The case of Pauri Bhuinyas 


Tho Bhulnya ia ono of the most wide 
tribes found in the States of Assam, W. 
Bongal, Bihar and Oris. Tho Bhulnya vibe 
can be olassitied into two brood sections on tho 
‘bass of geog'aphical ava, such as, the Northem 
section and tho Southern srotion. |The Northern 
section has its main concentration in Biha and 
the Southorn section hoe. its concent: tion 
Orissa. The Bhuiny» population in Orissa as per 
1981 consus is 207,793 (Mole 103,088 and 
Female 104,745). 


In Orissa the Bhuinyas mostly tive in the 
districts of Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, Sundergarh 
‘and Sambalpur. Thay mainly ‘inhabit the 
Enatorn-Ghat hill range which tranavorses through 
these districts in Noyth-South cisction. There 
to as many 98 fifteen types of Bhuinyas, and 
the Pauri 0: hil Bhuinya of Norther Orissa 
‘appoar to be the most numerous and primitive 


‘9ction depending wholly or mostly on shitting 
cultivation 


The present study is on Paurl 
‘and Sundergarh, Field 
yon cartied cut among the 
1 Bhuinyas. in four villages, two in each 
distr during 1988, 


Identity and self-image 


ards Identity and sotsimage, the views 
ff tho Pauti Bhuinyas conform ro the gone! 
pattuin of creation storie of othortibos of tho 
Stato, They believe that the creator, Dharom 
Dovta, existed before all olso on oath. From 


‘and their blood we 
‘THe ancestors of the Bhuinys emerged out of 
‘mother earth: and therefore the tribe is named 


used to. steady the earth, 


{% Bhuinye or earth-born, The appoletion also 
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‘uagests thot they are autochthones or children 
of the soll or Bhum/ or Bhuln. The tim Pautl 
‘ofore to hill end thus Pauri Bhuinyo means 
the Bhuinyae that lve on the hills 


‘As they lived in hilly and forest ecosystem, 
their dependence on forest was neorly complet, 
Forest not only influenced thelr livelihood, but 
‘ls0 shaped their personality, world-view and 
Ideology, 


Forest and the tribals in Ori 


‘im the past roletionship botwoen the foreat 
‘nd the tribala was very intimate as the later 
lived in oF around forests, Tribals used to think 
that they wors the owners of the forests because 
Detore the formulation of the forest policy they 
managed and trely exploited the forest resources, 
‘The traditional tibal_ mode of exploitation of 
forests has been halted due to tepid deforestation, 
The report of the National Remote —Senging 
‘Agoncy (N.R.S.A), tpleased In mid-1984, 
‘makes some disturbing teveleions. It shows 
that while In 1972-78, 1689 per cent of tho 
{otal land area of tho country was. under forest 
cover, by 1980-82 it had _ dwindled t0 14°10 por 
cont, that is, « loss of 279 per cont during the 
‘sovan-yoar period, The total tee cover in 
1972-75 was 652 million hectores, while In 
1980-82 it came down to 46:35 million hectars, 
total lors of 9°17 million hectares, Thi 
India hos boon losing on an 
average 13. million hactoree of forests very 
your. During this porlod Orissa witnossed 
deforestation of 8 lakh hectares. (Femandes, 
1988:3). In Orissa the per capita forest area 
is 0-2676 hectares (N. R. 8, A, 1982: 8-9) only 


‘The impact of the massive deforestation may 
bbe soon In three sts of interdependent factors: 


(8) the environmental factor, that is, the country 
{5 thveotaned with inevitable ecologies! imbalanc: 

(fb) the human or social factor, that is, restricted 
feces und non-avoliablity cf forest produce: 
{which brings misery to that section of population 
‘which traditionally depended on forests, and () 
evelopment factor. that is, econsmic growth of 


the, country. is, flected by the acn-avoilebility 
‘Ot fovost basil raw’ hinterols, He wow, 
fenvironmontat important thon 
the devolopment aaue, 


‘The availabilty of forerts is docrodsing every 
day in India, whilo the requirements are mounting 
For instancv, rly 80 per cunt of the country’s 
population use firewood us thei principal domestic 
fuel, rnd t accounta: for. 70.g cont of ll the 
vvavities of fuel used for evoking. 


Major causes of deforestation 

Population produce hi @ plodominatt factor of 
delovetiation. It i¢ : tton_allocod thot. the local 
Inpabitonts deetioy the forests toh thoi various 
needs, No doubt they 86 fordst dwellers colleut 
timber, bamboo, firewood and mina’ forest 
produce, apart fore, hunting bids. ang animals 
ftom the forect. Some of the wibal cemmuntties 
6 tvatties” sagen oF ‘sifting “cultivation and 
ome’ "Pereons mention this 86 # majcr “cause of 
‘ilo eaten. Such prople! conalnly underesti- 
‘at th impact af indusbies which teks to Targe- 
Seale 165, feling to mat their sequl emenis-of 
Taw Motels "Thief belng done ‘with the 
fenp ovill sFthe govs'nment;” and not only this, 
‘govdrninint ies yieouiages reclomaicn of fests 
10" vende fequiremens, agriculture, for rehabil- 
tation et displaced persons. and tor several dove 
fepivent poteores,”| Thus do ‘orstatlon is us d 
fy 8 corbin ton of factors." Tho fore dweitis 
‘et the brunt of the accusaton) most bcawse they 
186 hot Nive Bocods tb thi mas Media’ so\as to 
‘Jefdnd thimgolvos.” Th} aur Bhuinyas aro also 
Victims of doplation of forest resources anc the 
‘volving forést polley of the government. 


‘Troaltional Economy 

‘Thotadliohal conomy df tho Pau Bhuinyes 
1 an undiferdntated ono, It Bonsiets of 9 varoty 
fof acthvitis, uid Ineludes gath:ring, collecting of 
(io itoms fiom tho fowat, hunting, fishing, 
fastoalism, hitting cultivation” ond plain Yond 
ule ton athe bat” thelr dopendane on 
etter, bunting and. shitting cultivation was 
ose, bugduss the énviecriment! wes bountsous 
tnd. thers wa io testrction of thelr use of the 
ores aven a fow! decades ago, With the shrinkage 


ff vegetational cover, degradation -of forest, 
depletion of forest resources end progressive 
‘impos ton ct \estietions on fovests the Bhuinyos 
fro vty much aid pressed like other -sibal 
‘Groups with regard to gathering, hunting and 
actce of shifting cutiction. Due to the lack 
‘of alweenative cesourees fores. dwelling tbat 
‘commun tis ae Being inyovonshyd. Fernandes 
‘writes: “118 estimated tht during the last décade 
{ip sumbe: of Oran trols bolow the poverty 
Tino hos Ietosded from 80 p> cont to 8S Lor cont 
(1988:21), About 00 par cant of tho tots! popu 
Tation cf Orissa lives below the poverty line 
compared to the notional ave'age of 48 por cent 
Several, factors can bo attributed to this pheno= 
‘enon, Gut an important teotor isthe imposition 
fof growing tesiictions on tho ued LY forest, 
Howovet, this je Inovitabl> in viéw ot tho tact thot 
fndia hes boen losing on <A averdge 1'3 milion 
hctaros of forests every year. therfore alternstive 
oure:8 of Income will have to bo proviced to 
the tals 


Shitting cutivaton is mentioned by,.some 
people as 9 major: cause of deforestation, 
‘Those who sey so ecrteinly fgnate. other causes. 
Shifting cultivation, commonly known as 
Pods Ches do0s exist in Orisa and-pethaps it 
ia true that toda it contributes’ to deforasration 
long with other caus: In Orissa” Bonds, 
Koya, Didevi Jparia) Gadsba, Stora, Kanchi, 
auth Bhuinys end ° Juang “prveiise shiting 
ultveton tt varying propartion: * 


the pest when mansforest -ttlo: as. high, 
‘vibals used to abandon their shitting: cultivation 
patches for 12» 18. years ati the. mioimum. 
Now with, inctessed population pressure. .and 
Himited- availablity of il slopes, the cultivators 
fe returning» 9: their algendonedt sites nue 


Sooner. This m-ans that theeycle of rotation) 8 
shorten'd for nonsavailablity of allows. 
Hoviever, this approach’ ¥¥-‘eounter praduerve, 
Ibecause the,tard doos. not rasuyetate ts ls 


fonilty 20 soon, 


Approxibetely ‘32.000 ot 88'85 ‘por car 
Pain! Bhuinya tsmiton races whiting culdva 
fevon today. They. selact  gantleslopoe Wi 
thlek subsoll om tho Eastorn Ghat for tho practice 
‘of shifting cultveton) ester Ghat oat this 
polnt receives highor medium’ rain: fall end 
‘minting me doeets tome or tur 


‘Tho fist year pilot ‘called Biringa andthe 
nd and thid Yesr plots arv designated os 
Keman and Nale respcciively. nthe Biringa 


‘hoy culvero 
8 gwiddon plat fur the years continuodly 


plot) black rem, horse rem, and 
mostly grown, in the Kaman (second 
year pict) millets, leguminous crops and 
Vegetables ere grown, and in the Nola (thicd 
{eer Plot) they raise ealy variety of paddy if the 
‘lope of the land is gentle; otherwise millet 
Cultivetion ig repeated. Practice of shiting 
cultivation is now confined 10 the nearby 
degradd forests only. 


In recent decades tome Bhuinya families have 
‘acquired plain land forice plantaton. The plain 
land patches are situated in the foothills and 
valleys. lo the study vilages 227 per cont families 
‘possess plain land and rest others are tendiess. 
‘And among the land owners 40 per cent fe 
small formers and the rast are marginal fermers. 
‘With the non-availability of suitable patches of 
hil slopes for shifting cultnation the urge for 
‘acquisition of plain land for rice cultivation hes 
‘become vary stiong among the Pauri Bruinyas. 
‘But no plein land is available in their lly and 
{forost habitat. Conversion of degraded forest 
land Into rice flelds is a stupendous task, the 
process is long and strenuous. 


Plain Land Ric 

‘The dasire for acquis 
cultivation is gradually growing stronger among 
the Pauri Bhuinyas. ie an indicator of change, 
Although 277 per cont of the families ia our 

ple own land, a total of 3873 per cent of 
femiies aro engaged in plain land cultivation 
now. By consensus Pausi Bhuinyss 
consider it os a stable, dependable end indope- 
radent economic activity: 


‘They plough, the paddy lands in a crude 
shion. They fully depend on rain water and 
‘apply traditional inputs of rice plantation. ‘They 
mostly grow paddy as the main crop in the 
oneoon season, and in the wintor they either 
‘grow mustard oF niger in the same fields. The 
productivity of the lend is very low due to 
UUneconomie holdings and undulating nature of 
the terrains. Sometimes the yield isnot very 
‘much secured duo to the tivancy of monsoon 
‘and inadequate use of modern agricultural inputs. 
have not yet leamt the technique of 


In order to stabilize plain land rice plantation 
‘among the Paurl Bhuinyas, as @ part of agricul 
ture! planning, teraces slong the foothills ore 
to bo extensively built. This must follow 
development of ligation facility, modem input 
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‘supply system and essy credit fecity. All these 
agricultural infestucture feciies must be 
backed up by intensive extension services, so 
thet diversifiestion of cropping atten, crop 

multiple cropping system con be 


‘Some two decades beck the dependence of 
‘the Pauti Bhuinyas on shifting cultivation and 
forest resources for survivel was noerly totalstc, 
‘and today the situation is different. Education 
thas made sufficient hezéway among them, And 
‘they fe becoming Increasingly aware that 
shitting cultivation is not @ profitable end 
‘dependable economic enterprise, And in genoral 
‘terms they understand that it denudes and 
degredee the environment They have not yet 
realised the indict pernicious effects of the 
practice of shifting cultivation. Nevertheless, 
{hey cannot give it up unless they have alterna 
‘ive tources of livelihood, However, Indi 
‘welfare State, Government are 
‘efforts to develop these weaker sections of Indian 
‘society. Constitution of the country ensures 
protective moasures for them. Ever since India 
‘became Independent, It has oriented its adminis= 
tative machinery for quick execution of welfare 
measures and development programmes. 


Structure of Ground Level Welfare Admini- 
stration: 

‘The scheme of Pancheyati Rej was introduced 
fn India on 2nd October, 1969. But Orissa 
wctked it out on the 26th January, 1961. It le 
2 three-tier system of village republic, nemaly, 
Gram Panchayat at the village level, Panchayat 
‘Samiti at the Block level ond Zilla Parishad at 
the distict level, 


‘The Gram Panchayat ie manned by Sarpanch 
(President), 2 Noib Serpanch  (Vico-President) 
‘and 9 to 23 ward members, all of whom are 
‘lected by theit follow villagers on the basis of 
‘dult franchise for a period of 5 yeers. Tho 
‘Surpanch, who presides over Panchayat meetings 
fend regulates the setvities of the penchayst, is 
‘assisted by an office secretary. Tho Grame 
Ponchayst hes both regulatory as wall os 
development functions, It functions as the 
‘ground level local sotf-government. 


For the smeoth implementation of develop- 
‘meat snd welfare programmes the State Govern- 
‘ment have divided esch distict into such number 
of local areas as they deem fit and each is 
known 983 Block. The Block end Panchayat 
‘Samiti are coterminous. The Pancheyat Samiti 


Consists of 2 Chairman, who is an elected non- 


Slative Assembly, local member of the 
Indian Parliament, all Sarpanchas of the 
Grama Panchayats within the. jurisdiction 


of the Block, ono elected woman member and 
the Block Development Officer (B.0.0). who is 
‘executive officer of the Block. In the exacution 
‘of all wolfare and development schemes tho 8.0.0 
‘is asslatod by various departmental extension 
Cofflcars, such as, Agicukure, Co-operation, Edu~ 
cation, Gram Panchayat, Medical, Veterinory, 
Social Welfar, Industios, Enginooring, Fishery 
‘and VAWe or VLWs. The Block or Panchayat 
‘Samitl a vested with tho responsibilty of 
planning, execution, and supervision of develop 
ont programmes, public works and welfaro 
'schemes relating to community dovelopment. The 
Panchayat Samiti also manages, controls and 
‘expands primary education. The stat of the Block 
‘are responsible’ for Implementing the schemes 
‘approved by the Panchayat Samit 


‘The structure of welfare administration is unt 
form throughout the country. Therefore all 
s0ctions of te rural and tibal population of the 
country come within its. scope. The Panchayat 
Rj system has made tremendous Impact on the 
‘tibal communities. It has nullified the influence 
of their traditions! panchayats 


A. Brief Survey of the Institutional 
Framework for Tribal Development 
Protection of tribal interests and Integration 
cof tho tribal communities into the mainst-eam of 
the mation necessitated the implementation of 
‘special development programmos through general 
18 Woll 98 special institutfons. While implementing 
‘the tchemes and programmes, modifications were 
made in tho devolopment instiutione on tho basis 
‘of acquired experiaices and recommadations of 
‘various Committers instituted to evaluate tho 
Impiomontation of Programmes. There major 
ttonds aro seen in the approach to tribal davelop- 
‘mont, Aftar independence Mult-purpore. Project 
Blocks | wore established in tribal aren with 
top= down  approsch.” These Blocks wore 
sponsored by the Central Government, wich 
provided necessary financos, guidelins 
‘nd framework of administration. In. courso of 
time, contalised planning was found to bo 
lunauitablo. for local noods and priorities of the 
tribes. Therefore, an attempt was made to 
involve people in their own development 
programmes through democratic decentralisation, 


Panchayat Samiti consisting of solucted representa 
tives of tho people wore formed to design and 
supervisa the work of Tribal Development Blocks. 
Tho staff of the Blocks wore mado responsible 
for implementing programmes end schemes 
approved by the Panchayat Samitis. Block 
plains became pa't of tho District Plan, which w 


‘pproved by the Zila Parishad, 
‘This was the “bottom-up approach’. However, 
Tribal dovelopment Blocks failed to toko 


cognizance of tho growing imbalances botwoen 
diforent regions and committees, This led tho 
{ovornmont to Introduce @ now strategy for area 
fand_ group specific development planning trom 
the Filth Five-Yeoe Plan onwards. The Planning 
‘Commission gave tibal development an intagrated 
‘approach ove: larger areas than tho TDBs. The 
‘wibal sub-plan was prepared during 1975 #8 a 
part ofthe largor plan, and the ribet belt within 
the State of Orissa wee divided Into 19 intograted 
‘Tribal Development Projects for operational 
purposes. During the Year 1979, two more such 
Drojects came into existence, and at reser 

there are 21 such projects, Later on these have 
‘boon renamed a8. intoprated Trbsl Development 
Agencies. 


‘The ITDAs exo expected to bring about an all- 
round integratsd development of the perticu! 

region under a woll-conceived sub-plan. Funds 
‘of differont Dupartmonts and agencies sre 
Channelised through the Project authority, which 
spends them through different Blocks in its 
Juradiction, A senior civil sorvant, designated 
‘a8 Project Officer co-ordinates. tho activities of 
diffrent specialists and programmes st the 
project level. The ITDAs are advised by an 
Advisory Bostd consisting of heads of all 
departments et. the distil lave, local member 

‘of the State Loglalaturo and the Palamont, The 
District Collactor ie tho Chairmen of the Advisory 
Board while tho Project Officer acts w8 Secretary. 


Now the ITOA constitutes tho unit of 
planning, fund disbursing gency and tho 
supervisory body and. the existing Block 
Crganisation le utlised for Implementation of the 
programmes of th Sub-plan. At presont two 
MTDAs, namely, Boral ond Koonjhar aie sorving 
‘tho Pautl Bhuinyes and other focal wibes, The 
ITDAS have buen roglaterod undor the agitation 
‘of Socites Act, 1960, Each !TDA covered about 
40,000 tibel femilies oF 60,000 participants 

Include 


agriculture, land reclams 
land development, sail consorvation, contiol of 


poe 


shiing cultivation, minor iigation, development 
‘of animal husbendry, land restvetion, lend records 
fend survay and. debt redemption, The «gency 
fubsidisos ‘60 per cont to 75 por cont of tho 
capital requirement of each piogramme and tho 
balanes is mat by tbs! beneficiaries through 
Tosns trom institutional and other resources. 


‘As the Pauri Bhulnyss ero a primitive tibal 
‘community for micro level planning and Imple- 
‘mantation, :wo Micro Projects oro also function 
ing unde the I. T-D. As, Eech Paurl Bhuinya 
Development agency looks aftor approximetely 
£880 familios. In addition to the above montionsd 
evelopment programmes, which tho Mlero 
Projects. directly implemant, they also execute 
‘Schemas relating to the supply of drinking weter, 
promotion of educition, health and sanitation. 
The micro projects eto heeded by Spociel 
OMticers, who ato ceslted by agriculture, soil 
conservation and wolfore extension officers 
‘apeit- from ministerial end fold staf 


Besides tho sbove institutions, the Tibet Doves 
opment Co-operative Corpoition is loo operating 
Jn tho Bhulnya arco, es in othe” bal erece of tho 
Stato, to cater 10. tho noods of th» Bhulnyas. 
Primitive tibal communities who live in inacce 
blo forest and hill torteing oto sublectod to 
‘oxploltation by tho rapeclcus trador® ond 
Uusutlous money landers. One of the propitious 
‘conditions which favour the unscrupulous 
‘motchants end money. londors. to. expllt tho 
tribals ia. tho lack of proper marketing faclitis, 
‘Ass supplementary measure to. thelr main 
‘economy of shifting cultivation the Bhvinyse 
collect various minor forest roduce from the 
oatby forests and walk long distancee to recch 
the muikot contics and woekly markets to dispose 
‘of thelr goods. ond buy tholr nozessitis. Aso 
‘measure 10 stop exploitation T. D.C, C, hee 
oon sot up and ropisieied as & co-opsrative 
‘corporation in tho Your 1972, Tho main objective 
‘of ‘the corporation Is to purchese the surplus 
‘grloulturl produce and the minor forest produce 
‘rom th wibals at o ree8onable price 

In order to protect the Intorests of the 
Bhuinyas an other stbos of the efos two 
T.D.C.C. contres have been sct up In the 
Bhuinya traditional habitat, namely, one. at 
Lahunipada of Sundargarh district and snother 
‘at Suakati of Keonjhar ditt. 

‘Tribal Developrent Co-operative Corporation 
‘wore established to play 2 key role in bringing 
bout a now relationship. between the tribel and 
‘market economy through en integrated credit- 


cum-maiksting sevice. The T.D.C.C. i 
‘engaged In purchase and solo of ag icukural 
ppeducts of the tribal preducors, including the 
Bhuinyas and supplies them with necessities of 
daily life, 


Apart tom 7, D.C. C,, Large-sized Ag'ieul- 
‘ural Multipurpose Co-operetive Societies 
(LAM, P.) also operate in the wibat areas, 
Including that of the Bhuinys, Tho LAMP: 
provides production a8 well es consumption 
‘credit to the Vibala and “undertake marketing of 
‘agrleulturcl end minos forest produce, Irsuppties 
fettlizor and other agelcultural production 
tequisits to tho tibels at 9 subsidized rte 


Besides these thore aro rurol_ banks In the: 
Bhulnya ores to provide soft credit to. the 
‘wibals. These Books. combine tho good festures 
‘of both Co-operative and Commercial Banks 
‘and exclusively provida eredit to emall and 
marginal farmors, —agrioultural labourers and. 
rural artisans, 


‘The Aurel Bank has flosted @ ‘crop Loon 
‘Scheme’, which sooks to roplaco tho money 
Tending ‘aystom by shifting tho emphasis from 
wal property to crop as socurty and this 
attracts moro tencnts 98 potential borrowers, 

condly the schomo relates tho sizo of tho 
Joan to the requirements of business ot crop 
production ond a bbrrower ls axeured of hie full 


Spocial Programme for Rural Development 

In order to provido gainful employmont and 
{or oreating infrastructure to holp gonerete income 
{or all tho Schoduled Tribes emong othore tho 
following programma aro In operation since 
4978-79 in tho Stelo ce well ¢¢ in the Sub-plan 
‘rea. Those programmes re meant for tho rural 
poor and cimost 90 pei cont of tho tribale 
Including Putt Bhuinyes, coma. within its ecop 
Theco programmos cim ét resauice developrrent 
fon an Individuel community or eren besis, To 
provide supplomentary empleyment opportunttion 
To tha unomployed. in rural eioce these pro 
‘grammes hevo boen designed. ‘Thue the Shih 
Five-Year Plan of the county lcunched a direct 
attack on the bssic problems of rural poverty 
‘and unemployment. 


Integrated Rural Devalopment Programme 
(RD. P) 

Progressive reduction and ultimate. eradica- 
tion of poverty has been one of the major goal 
‘of India's economic policy, LLR-D. P. is a 


poverty alleviation programme. ts target groups 
‘consist of the poorest of tho rural poor, smal 
‘and marginal termers, agricultural aad non-ogr- 
cultural lebouress, ruta artisans and erattemon, 
and Scheduled Casto and Scheduled Tiibs 
families who live below the poverty line. 


‘Among the Bhuinyes 2 very sm 
‘coms within tho dfinition smell Farmer (SF) 
and another emell poccontage comes within tho 
‘oop! of Marginal Farme= (MF) aod the est are 
lands, 


pereemiage 


‘Tha I. RL D. P. achomos enviaage dovslopment 
of minor brigition (individual and community), 
land development, soit consstvation, soil, recla- 
‘mation, distribution of milch and over snimas, 
supply of bollocks and bullock eat, promotion 
of horticulture, fisheries, serieultse ferm forestry, 
‘malt Industries, small scale trade and serves. 


‘The role of subsidy admissible under LAD. 
ot tribals is 50 por cont of the capital cost 
‘subjact to a maximum of Rs. 5,000 within the 


the Village Level Worker (V. LW.) by following 


‘the anyyodaye principle, ‘selecting the 
‘Poorest ofthe poor frst, Is ofton pretentious. 
“This is due partly to some gonuine difficulties in 
following this principe and partly to. some dell- 
‘berate defaults on the partof the V. LW. The 
genuine difficulties include reluctance and/or 
Inability of the poorest of the Poor to Be able to 
purchase and manage one of tho assets identi- 
fied for him at the time of housahold survey with 
bank loans and I. R. D. P, subsidy. This is also 
partly dua to the lack of mcnageral ability of the 
Doneficiry and partly to his inability to bear 
the tak involved in purchasing a toan financed 
‘asset. This cortainly moans that we need. to 
Identity and formulate bankable projects that 
‘would suit tho manageria! and risk Desig 
ability of the poorost of the poor among the 
‘wibols. 


Howover, because of tho wilful defaults of 
‘the concerned VL Ws in the salaction of 
Deneficiarias only a mogligblo percentage of 
Pauri Bhuinyas have boen -bonetited This has 
‘happened 80 bocaugo the Scheduled Tribes have 
boon clubbed with Scheduled Castes, and the 
total numbor of Scheduled Castos and Scheduled 
‘Tribes beneficiaries In our simple comes 10 
20 por cont. There is of course ansthor factor 
which comes cn tho way. The 1. R.D.P. 
‘employs the cluster anprosch to select villages 


{for Implementing various components of tho 
‘programme, the antyodeya approsch to select 
beneficiaries within the. selected villages. end 
the pocksge approach to asset the solocted 
beneficiaries. Tho cluster approach ensures that 
the supporting infrastructure Ie elther eleady 
‘aallabo in the selected villages, ot can bo made 
availablo.t a relatively low cost, tho antyodaya 

roach makes sure thot tho poorast of tho poor 
‘a0 solected fist, and tho package epprouch 
‘essuren tho Benwiicivien full banofits trem tho 
Ccomplinenterity betwoun various Inputs. and 
services, 


Notional Rural Employment Programme 
(NREP) 

To eradicate tho probloms of rurel_unemploy- 
‘ment end undet-employment, whet is required 
{is @ muti-pronged stretegy which should. aim on 
the one hand st resource developmant of vulno- 
‘able sections of the population, cnd on tho 
‘other, should provide supplementary employment 
Opportunities to the rural poor, particularly 
during lean periods, in a manner which can at 
the seme time contribute directly to the creation 
‘of durable assets for the community. Programme 
{ike Small Farmers Development Agoncy (SFDA), 
Marginal Farmers and agiicutural Labourers 
(MEAL) Scheme, Hill Areas Development Pro- 
‘gramme and LR.DP. aim at resource develop- 
‘ment on en individual and sjea basis. To 
provide suoplementary employment opportunities 
{Yo the rural areas, special programmes aro 
‘neodod. Tho Rural Works Programma (RW?) 
which was introduced in 1971, was the first 
‘major Public Programmes almed at providing 
‘employmont to the unemployed particularly. in 
the lean season, 


‘The ERRP has made @ positive Impact on 
the rucal coot and on the ibsts. About 90 por 
coins within the scope of this 

Is defined ns ono 


A numbor of Pauri Bhulnye femilies hove 
drawn bonofite team Employment Guranntes 


Schemes (EGS), Food for Work Progam 
(FFWP), Nationot Rural Employment (NRCP) 
and Rural Landiens Employment" Guernse 
Programme (RLEGP). About 38 per cent of 
Puri Shuayes in our sty vllegos ‘have ckewn 
bonefits fiom those schones. "Tho malin por 
lem with mos: of thom Is that their aren 
tovel is extremely low. 
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The EGS gustentosd employment in the fold 
‘of unakiled manuel work to. alt aduks above 

“eightoon yorrs of ag> within fifteen dave of the 
‘domand tor wotk. In the Implem:atation of the 
‘ichoma the wosker did nat have’ Eny choice 
about the natu of work Tha programme 
fivied at producing durebla community assets, 
Which would increases the growth cs woll 
femeloymont potential ct the economy. The 
FRINP which wet implemented by tho develop- 
‘ment administration dirctly, was a good scheme. 
It howovar ended up in 1980. 


Tho NREP, which was introduced during the 
Sixth Five-Yecr Plan (1980-81), wes an enti 
poverty. programme 


‘The basic objectives of the 
() ganeection of additional 


From tho piceent study it Is evident thet 
IADP and NREP have medo pesitive impacts in 


‘aspect of the growth oi «ual economy. The 
income lovel of come rural poor bas tsen and 
ikewiso the nutitional status end fving stan- 
daids of a sizsblo population have improved. 


Rehabilitation of Bonded Labour 

The scheme of rehabilitation of bonded 
jours is being implemanted ia the State of 
Orise trom 1278-79. In the distiete of 
Keonjna: and Sunderageth shout 400 Pausi 
Bhuinya bonded labourers have. been identified 
ind feed tll 1987. Nourly 900 of them have 
been cehsbtiveted through. the provision of 
slau employment o° <eItomployment and the 
Tost othe are avaiting rehabilitation 


Education 
‘As educetlonisa prelude to econcenic dave- 
lopment and modsinization, tt constitutes @ 
plovky sector in tibet devetcpment in Indl. 
sidbs enabling the tribal communities to com- 
ro'vend national d.velopment programmes end 
‘mix froely with their nolghbows, It lacreasos thelr 


capsbilty to cope of with the pee of 
development 

+ 
Elomontary, middle, non-formal, and gis 


education 2 being given prominence. Speci! 
type of educutional institutions such 28 Seva 
sivas (Primary). Ashrams (Middle) and Higher 
Ashrams (High Schoo!) are being run by the 
‘State Government. There are Kanyashrams 


” 


exclusively for gils. Most of tho schools 
‘esidential i nauue. BY 1981 educational 
progress of the Ghuiavas was quite satsfactery. 
‘Thote ore 45,005 tarat's, 1288 Matrculate 
191 Grodyetes, 7 Post Gradunes ond 230 
‘pecson% wth technica! quatifistions among the 


Bhuinyos. 


Non formal education hes also = 
headway among the dhuinyas, By 1961 about 
1849 porsons (both mon and women) had. 
received non‘ornat education and vocational 
‘waining among thom . avd by now anotie’ vecord 


atficiont 


bbeom playing an imprcitant volo. 


‘The.stye of life of the educated Bhuinyas has 
undergone modification. They harbour rising 
aspirations and prufcr a happy life, cnd_ indeed 
strive for it. Their dress pattitn, food habit, 
Utensils, furitura, ooservance of il, ete. have 
‘unde cone chenge. 


Changes in Heslth cars and concept of 
Hygiene, 

‘Seread of education, extension of communica: 
tion feciiti's snd expansion of audlo-vidual 
moss media follies have created @ senso of 
health awareness among the Bhuinyas of Youngor 
Generation. They have developed a seculat 
orientation towards -haalth and sickness. 
However, the traditionally. minded Bhuinya 
think thet they eve a nvtutal right to normal 
‘healt, and they suffer fom sickness only a 
the intervention cf supernstu'al entities. But 
‘tho educat'd Bhuinyes think ebout human 
health and hygisoe in a different way. They 
‘think thet human body is naturally susceptible 
10 various diseases which aie caused by 
multiple of extrangous trotort. Therefore man 
ust tcke approprato care of his hath 


Bhuinyas living in the inteior of ils and 
forests aro being covired by Governmontal 
Primary health care and family wolfore 
progermmes. The personnel ct the Integrated 
‘Child Development Sehoms movs door to door 
0 educate the prople about propet maternity 
cae, child health and femily—welfaro 
progremmes. 


Now-s-days about 60 i cent expectant 
Pauii Bhuioys mothers go to tho nearby primary 
Heslth Ceni-es for peciodical health check up. 
‘Similaly about 68 per cent of tho Pau Bhuinya 
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parents in our sample have immunized their 
‘babies at the nearby Primery Ho:lth Contes. 
Health consciousness hus also brought 
fenothor significant chasge in Pauei Bhuinva 
habits. Formerly tey were fully depending 
fon hill sttoam water for all purposes. 
Having become health consious educond 
Bhuinye fomilios have strted raking, 
Dolled water. Others of cowse do not boll 
woter always, but collect wotwr for denking 
uiposas from the tube-wslls provided by the 
‘government in severs! of their vilogus. italy 
the Bhuinyas wore ropugnent to the uso of 
tubo-woll water partly for their superstitious 
boelits and partly for its repulsive taste. 


{Change in House Pattern : 


Well-to-do Bhuinyas in recent years have built 
‘cement-morar houses with modem elegance. 
Formecy thoy used 10 live in singlo-room 
dwellings without any ventilation. Now-2-d:¥s 
fabout 80 per cont of Pauri Bhuinyas live in two- 
roomed ‘houses with led roof The rooms are 
spacious and well ventilated. Sleeping acco- 
‘mmodaton for the grown-up boys and cits of 
the famiy is crovided within the ousehold. No 
longer they 27» required 10 90 10 the vilago 
dormitories for sleeping during the might Do 
tmitories heve become éysfunctional ond tence 
have distopesnd. 


Bhuinya vilages by end targe have - been 
elected. Bu only afew well to-do fomilies 
hare and there have taken electrical connection. 
But the trend is that with the rio in the income 
level more snd more femilies will go ia for 
‘lectical installation in their houses, 


Occupational Mobitity 


With tho Imposition of mors and more rest- 
fictions on the practice of shitting cultivation, 
the Pauti Bhuinyse aro economically very much 
hhardproased. Although they ere permitted 10 
{90 in for tha collection of minot forest produce, 
‘hey aro unable to moke a complete living by It 
{a8 there is more competition among. themssives. 
‘And morcover, it is soasonal activity. Under 
‘severo economic constraints lendiiss Bhu'nya 
fomiles hove token to wage-carnieg. In th> 
‘past, wage-carning wos an abominable economic 
pursuit for thom, In those diye they hid free 
‘accoss to virgin fores's in their neighbourhood 
4nd the nsture was also bounteous. Now their 
environment is degraded snd resources cro scarce, 
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‘Some Bhuinya Youths havo entered into. the 
‘pew occupation of bid) (county made cigar) 
{ling in the nearby towns, Each of them eas 
about 12 t0 15 rupees per day, Seloriod serview 
|e eleo © new cccupstion for the Bhulnyas 
Educated Bhuinyas henker after salaried jobs, 
fond they sho get such jobs without much 
cemseavour because of the Rosiywtion Policy of 
the Stete, Now-r-doys In almost all Paull 
Bhuinye villoges quite « for satariad employers 
‘we found, Bhuia worn also have taken 
monutecture of feaf-plates in a big way for 
‘augmenting fomily incoms, Manulaciur) of 
leat-plates has tured out to be a cottoge 
Indusity for the Paurl Bhuinyos. 


Weakening of the Traditional Political 
Organization, 


‘The traditions political organisation of ‘the 
Bhuingss wioe two-tier system-ono at the villags 
favet od the other at tho ntravilege level, 
The viligo headmon, designated ce Padhan. 
looked after the vilege probioms ond. discipline 
The intor-viflgs cxgsrisation, catlea. Pith, 
was headee bye trib: chiof, dovignited cs 
‘Sender. The postion of Sardar hue considecahly 
ben impeied es there is no inte -viloge oF 
Piha oigcnizstion, Hovaver_ the postion of 
ths Padhan oF vitlege helman cominues to 
function! with diminished povwe's end lunctions 
He only locks sfier the ‘social ond religious 
mutiers of is fellow Pouri Bhuinys. viloges. 
‘and thoveby malnt.ine soci solidarity, Hi 
UWaditional position has conspiovously | be 
impaired duo to ths extontion cf Stato. dminis 
s¥uive evschinery orto all the Arbal com 
‘munitice. Alth-ugh the Peurt Bhulnyae, ke 
‘other troal communitice, enjoy the previloges 
‘of Stato Protective measutes, yt they aw slowly 
‘and steodily essimilited in tha nationst_main= 
‘ticem vizough the macro socio-political process 
Of the county, 


‘The Pauri Ghuinyas, Liko othor wibil come 
rmunitie, have bow. eubjscted, in @ plogressive 
anger, to vavious suilere and development 
Fiom tse Fits Fivo-yoar Pon, that i, from 
1975-76, onwoids ree and‘ gioup specie 
evelopment programms wore formulated and 
inaplamerted. Since ths time tribal communition 
nave responded to develoament Programmes 
‘and have repietrod some chaage'in the r ezonomy 
and sooiel svucture, Lact two decades also 
‘witnessed rapid g:cwth in communication facie 
Iies. This in tuin meant their gradual exposure 


to forces of modernisation, What is. disturbing 
In this respect is that thore has boon unequal 
p’oaress amang the Pauri Bhulnyas. 


'A high priority hve been accorded to strict 
Implementation of protactive moasures, The 
‘areas of exploitation in wibsl areas which 
hhappened 1» be liquor vending, land slionstion, 
maney lending and collection of agricultural 


{nd forest produco continue to be there. The 
ngctad laws and formulated regulation 

‘of land from tibals to non- 
nd tho non tribal 


Stata hi 


bbuyors escape with impunity 


Conclusion 

Fiom tho foregoing 
‘evident that since early 
boon concerned with tho development of 
its varied masses including tho wibes in a 
‘mveuive way. Indoed economic growth and social 
davolopmont havo boon the fond ideals and 
Cchotlshed gools of the Government of Indi, Tho. 
‘solo oblective of dovelopmont has been to 
Improve tho quality of feof tho rural mesos, 
particularly thoso of the wosker soctions. Indi 
Constitution, which ie a very powerful documont 
fof planned social change, ontalls special 
provisions. for the development. of weaker 
‘Sections that i, tho Scheduled Ci 
Scheduled Tribes, There aro sovoral 
‘onstvined inthe Constitution for the all round 
dovolopmont of those communities. While 
jotting thom on the path of planned socio 
ficonomic dovelopmont Government of India 
strove 10. prostrve. theirdiverse prceloss. cultural 
horitago, and this fe evident from, the policy 
‘nunciation of Jawaharlal Nehtu, the fire 
Primo Minister of India. Nobu in his foreword 
to Vorrior Elwin’s The Philosophy for NEFA 
(1957) has delineated the tribal Pancha Shilo 
‘ot five Prinelplos of tbat welfare. administration 
In India, which continue to guide goverementel 
‘approech to dovelopmant of the tibals. The 
‘quintessonco of Nehru’s Pancho shita is the 
development of the lbss according to thet 
‘own Genius end preservation of thor respective 
foultuts. However, the Stite Policy has boen 
not to keop them isolated from the nations! 
mainstream. — Therefore all of them have been 
‘made to pottcipate in’ the post-independence 
political culture of the country. And in fact. the 
process of democratic. decentralisation and the 
Stuctule of party-based politics have pulled 
‘the tribal communities, in varying dagrees, into 
‘no ambit of tha national political culture. 
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‘As a result of this and tho special develop- 
mont effort which is boing made by tho 
Govsrnmant of India 98 well as by tho various 
Stato Governments all tha 414 different wibes 
have rayistred unequal socio-economic progross. 
There are several factors responsible for this 
Phonomsnon. Th» scope of the Paper doos not 
permit an elaborate discussion on all thoso. 
However, an Important. factor which needs 
‘mention ia that all the tibes wore naithor in the 
[pest nor now ot the samo stage of tho tochno- 
‘economic and educational paramaters. Hence the 
‘resent cliterenta progress is noticed amongthem. 
[Not only that undor the impact of wolfere and 
development administration intrnal socio 
cultural differentiation among several tribes. has 
become conspicuous. The homogeneity and 
‘galitarlaniam, which wore tho hallmark of the 
tubal communities some four dacedes ago, 
fast vanishing. This isthe case mong. the 
Peurl Bhuinyas too. This eccounts for the 
fact thot either all tha Bhuinya benecierios. hove 
‘not boen able to deriva the benefits of develops 
‘ment uniformly or the. fruits of development have 
ot reached tho intended beneficiaries. at a 
‘moro oF toss similar rat 

Planned development has gonerated tho 
phenomenon of rstlossness too among tho 
{tribal tociotias, These erstwhile placid ond 
complacent societies are now atited by. 
{generation of newer domands which engendor 
Compatitivenass and  fising expectations* part- 
ularly among the mombers of younger goneta- 
tion, Theit individual. neods stoadily multiply 
‘and their utge for novel consumer goods sharpen 
‘isproportionstely,  Therefoc, the young Iteratos 
‘and all thove who have succeeded In paticpeting 
In tho neopolitical culture of tho county grab 
‘any. benefit oF opportunity. that comes on thel 
Woy with all the skill and monipulative ability 
they. have mastered. Thoy are the elite, ond 
1y a1 the roprecentatives of thelr fellow 
ibesmon, They cre blo for. 
‘economic and. social. wel 
they actually or nationally represent, 
reality they aro solf-seekors: under the camouslago 
‘of community well-being. They have earned 


these status positions and therefore make: 
onstant endeavour 0 perpetuate them. 
‘Soma of thom havo taken to salaied jobs and 


‘thecaby have improved their economic condition 
‘and others have intornalised the political culture 


“The tibal political 


leaders of sctivists, who 
have direct linkages with the politcal _party-in~ 
ower wiold more inlusnce in their respective 


localities. Tibal masses look to them es their 
Donefactors, But indeed they aro not. Tho 
political loaders, activists and tho lite all have 


bboen alienated’ from thelr own ribesmon and 
‘vaditional culture, They wore Insiders” who 
aduelly tuned a8 outsiders” or atleast 
behave as outsiders. These mon are releried to 
‘as babus, who are bolioved 10 havo personality 
traits characteristic of superior culture, This 
isa chango that has come over not only. the 
Bhuinya society but algo over other tbat 
societies In India, Spreed of formal education, 
market economy, the political process of 
democratic decentralisation, implementation of 
the various welfeyo measures undertakon in a. big 
‘way BY the government, growth of population 
‘and tho Increasing diforencos cf woskth within 
the community ae some of the more important 
factors which have given rise to the emergence 
fof a pivileged clase which Is 9 variant of 
Park's (1828) formulaticn of tho concept of 
'Morginal Man’, Without entering into any 
Cconceptuel wrangle one can say that tho 
‘emerging elites of insider-bebus' in. the Bhuinya 
fociety ate the real boneficiaries of the poverty 
‘allevistion programmes and not 

deserving ones, 


“Those who ate below the poveity line continue 
to remain deprived and noglected because of 
their ignorance and lack of bility to alticulate 
‘with wolfore administration and financisl institu 


{insider-babus) have dravn maximum benefits 
from the antispoveny programmes of the 
Government, namely, Intogroted Rural Develop~ 
‘ment Programme (IRDP), Eoonomic  Rebabilita 
tion of “Fu'al Poor (ERRP), National Rural 
Employment Programmo (NREP) and Ruel 
Employment Guarantee Programme (RLEGP) 
than the footer sections of the Pourl Bhuinyas. 
‘They adroitly exploit thelr non-litorato and 
ceredulous fellow tribesmen, Thoy protend to be 
‘the natu al and legitimate. spokeeman of thelr 

Thoy not only maintain this 
posit delibecately cultivate an_ image 
of altuistic stance 


From the foregoing discussion it may bo 
concluded that men is golfigh by nature, end he 
{does not miss en opportunity whenover the scope 
‘comot on his way, Thus tho State Policy thet 
evelepment slong with social justice’ is 
detested. Succees of planned economic develop. 
ont depence on effective participation of 
‘common people, This objective can be better 
tealis:d if the present level of people's awarenoss 
tives and they acquire the necessary ability to 
faticulste with tho administrative —mechinery 
that implements the ant-poverty programmes. 
‘Thetelore the new imperative for socio-economic 
development isto educate the intended benefic- 
fries through a vigorous literacy and awareness 
ampeign. In this context the right approach 
shuld be to involve the people in the decision- 


tions, Our study attests. that those elites making process at the village level, 
Bibliogrephy 
Bhowmick, K, L 1971 Tribol India : A profile In Indie Ethnology, Caloutta, The World Pross 
Bose, N. k, 1941 The Hindu Method of Tribal Absorption, Science and Culture 
Vol-7. 
1953 Cultural Anthropology and other Essays, Calcuta ; Indian Associated 
Publishing Co. 
Cameron, W. 8, «1968 Modern Socle/ Movements. Now York : Rendom Hous 
Dube, 8. 6. 1977 Tribal Heritage of Indio, Now Dolbi : Vikas Publishing House 
Femandes, W. . 1988 Forests, Environments and Tribal Economy—Dutorestation, 
Impoverishmont’ end Marginalisetion in Orista. New Delhi: Indion 
‘Social Institut, 
Goverimont of India 1952 The Netiona/ Forest Policy, New Delhi : Government of India 
1976 Report of the Natione/ commission on Agriculture, Part-1X Forestry, 


‘New Delhi : Minstry of Agriculture and Itigation 


1“ 


Pork, RE. 


Roy, §. ¢. 


Singh, K. 8. 


Singh, K 


Todero, M. P. 


1928 


1938 


1972 


1088 


1977 


The Indian Forest Bil, New Delhi, Government of india Press 


Report of the Committeo on Forests and Tribals in India. New 
Delhi: Ministy of Homo Affairs 


Recommendations Regarding the Revision of Netional Forest Polley, 
Now Delhi : Department of Environment, 


‘Human migration end the Marginal Man", American Journal of 
Sociology, XXXII Pp 881-83, 


Tho Hilt Bhuinyas of Orissa, Ranchi : Man in India Office. 


Tribal situation in India (E.), Sila : 


Inettute of Advanced 
‘Study. 


‘Rural. Development Principles, Policies and Management, Sago 
Publications. 


Economie development and the Thitd World, London : Longman 


TRIBAL SOCIETY, CULTURE AND EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
IN ORISSA 


Background 
Educational development among the weaker 
sections of society is an ossential pre-requisite 
for thir social development and is one of the 
‘most useful media to onablo them to avail the 
‘bonafits of the various facilities provided t0 them. 
tis in recognition of this Basic noed that in the 
Constitution of india in the Directive Principles 
‘of State Policy, the promotion of educational 
Interest of tho Scheduled Tribes with special care 
‘has boon made @ specific responsibilty of the 
Governmenta at the Contre and in the States 
To fulfil this objectiveatorts have been made to 
‘achiove tho end by utilizing considerable omount 
‘of money and manpower during tho last forty 
It is now time to teks stock of the 


‘among the tribal people and to find out how far 
‘the gap in the educational levels which existed 
‘between thom and thor neighbours has been 
shortened. If not much headway is made, what 
ate the factors which are responsible for the 
‘slow progress and what possible staps that have 
‘to be taken to accelerate the progress. With 
‘this ond in view, itis worthwhile 19. know as 10 
‘who aie the Scheduled Tribes and what are the 
salient charactorstc features of ther society and 
‘cultura and then to assess the educational stetus 
and the various possible factors influencing its 
‘lovations. 


Who are the Scheduled Tribes ? 

It is true that the wibal societies oro 
relatively less hierarchic. simple and homo- 
‘geneous from the point of view of ethnicity and 
culture. Such sociales with their unique 
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characteristic features stand out distinctively 
from other sacietias which  atirect the attention 
of allus when we think of tibes their of society, 
‘and culture and their social development. The 
‘erm “wibe' has been derived from its latin. root 
tribes’ (equiv. ‘iby’ (tr), *Phule’ (Gr, 
‘moaning a s0ciel group. “A social group may 
bbedotined as an aggregate of individuals in 
‘which (7) definite relations exist between the 
Individuals comprising it and. (i) exch indlidual 
contin ol te gov ini and. eto 
in other words, a social gt 8 at lovato 
rudimenery ietare and orgeniznon (indng 
rules, rituals ete.) ond a paychologicn! basis in 
‘the consciousness of Its members. “(Bottomore, 
1982" 92) 


In the imperil Gazottoer the term tribe h 
boon defined a8 “s collection of tamil boating 
‘8 common name, speaking a common dialect, 
‘ockupying or professing to occupy 8 common 
territory and is not usuelly endogamous though 
‘originally it might have boen so". 


Itmay not bo aut of place to discuss tho 
‘concept and definition of the term ‘tribe’ in tho 
language of Anthropologists and administstors 
ff India or of those who worked in India. Before 
the constitution ot India (1950) empowered 
the President in Article 342 to “specify the 
‘Vibes or tribal communities or paits of or groups 
‘within ‘vibes ot tribal communities which shell 
for the purposs of this Constitution be deomed 
to be Scheduled Tribos........”, the indian 
Census had been dealing with them under the 
raligious heading of “Animism’ though Some of 
the renowned commissioners af Censuses wero 


ot satistiod with the procedure. Subsequently 
this texm Animism’ was changed. into “Tribal 
Roligions’ to distinguish the tribal People from 
the non-tibcls including the Hindus. Dr. J H 
Hutton the then C.mmissioner of the Cons 

‘of 1931 while distinguishing Hindus t om the 
Tibal Religion vary emphatically cold thot the 
latter cennot be Included uncer the former as 
Jong as they “have not reached the stage of 
accepting Brahmans as posts or of attaching 
‘any s0netity to the cow oF of worshipeing in 
Hindu tomples in thelr own vilages”. 


J. A Baines, the Commissioner of Consus 
4801 twxmed the aboriginals as “Forest Tribes” 
lunder the category of Agricultural and pastoral 
Castes while dealing with the Ca'tea, Tibos oF 
Race of Indien poople. In Ethnography he 
tofered {0 thete reople as “Hill Tribus" and 
‘Fovest_Tribes”. Inthe Censueds of 1901 and 
1911, Shi Herbert Risley and Sivi EA, Gait 
included the Animists In the  tablo of castes. 
In. 1921, Mr. Marten followed tho seme pastern 
‘only changing the heading “Aninism” wo "Tubal 
Religions. In his toport Mr, Mrrten dost with 
them under "the category of Hill and Ferost 


‘ribos’, Dr. Hutton. used tho tenn “Primitive 
Tilbos. for the‘ boriinale 
Prof. @.8. Ghurye obsorves that tha 


people aro neither ‘aborigines’ nor.‘ 
‘Thoy cro ‘tho impafectly integrated 
Hindu society’ and may be called “Backward 
Hindus’ 


In unfolding vetious conficting definitions 
of tbe, T. B. Naik suggests tho following 
crtoria for @eibe: 

(1) A tivo to bo a ‘til should havo tho loost 
‘tunetional interdependonce within tho community, 
(Tho Hindu Casto, Syatom is an examplo of High 
Interdopencience,) 

(2) Ht should be economically 
which mosns: 

() the full import of monetary economics 
‘should not be understood by. its 
members: 

(i) Primitive means of oxploiting natural 
rescuices should bo used; 


bockowe 


(ii) Te ‘wibes economy. should be in en 
undeveloped seq 


) i should hs 
pursuit 


(3) There should be 8 competative geographic 
Isolction of iis people from others, 

(4) Culturally membors of a tribe should have 
‘2 cominon ialect which may be subjccted to 
regions} variations 

(8) A tribe should be politically exgenizud snd 
its community Panchayat should be an influen= 
tic institution; 


(6) The tibes members should have the least 
desire to change, They should have a sort of 
sychological conservatism making thom atick 
tw their old custome; 


(2) Attibo should. have customary laws and 
{ts members might hve to suffer in a law court 
Decause of those lows: 


A-community to be a tribs must have all 
‘those attributes (in Vidyorthi (24), 1968:88-86), 

According to Professor Majumdar, tho 
‘uibo may be defined as follows; 


“A wibo Is a social group with tortor 
atilation, endogamous with no specialization of 


otherwise, united In Irrguoge oF dieet, recog 
nizing social distance from tibos or castes but 

ny etigme atiached in the case of a 
casio structure, following tribal traditions, bolote 
{nd customs, floret of nature iztion of idan 
from rion vources, ebove all conscious of 1 
homogeneity of eshn and teeitoral Integration” 
INbik in Vidyorthi (ed) 196886). 


Professor Ehronfols hints on smaltnoss, 
laolction, common dialect, comman belief 
common oecupationsl practices, fealing of 
bslonging to.2 group, own customary awe. and 
Practices otc, as chcractrieic features of tbe 
(Walk, 1968:06-89), 


Professor Oubo omphcsizos on the following 
characteristic foatues of tbo, 


(1) Tho ot inthe soll dates back toa very 
carly poilod; if thoy aia not original inhabit 
ey are ct least some of tho oldest inhabitants 
‘of tho land, 

(2) They tive in the rolative isolation ofthe bills 
and tho forests 


(8) Thar senso of history is shollaw for, among 
thom, the remembered history of five to. six 
‘Ooneretions tonds to get merged in mythology, 
(4) They havo a low lovel of wechno-eeonomic 
dovelopment, 


(6) ln 10 ms of thoir cultural ethos, language, 
Institutions, beliefs ond customs. they stnd out 
{rom the other sections of the society 


(6) If they ere not egalisrzn, thoy sve at least 
non-hicraren'c and undifferentiated” (1977: 


Professor Vidyarthi stetes, “The tribals 2s 2 
‘whcle ere technologieally and educationally 
Deckward” (1972:39), 


‘According to Professor Sinha, “They te iso 
lated in ecology. demography, economy, politics 
land other social behaviour from other ethnic 
groups” (quoted in Vidyarth, 1971). 


Professor Bailey states, “Tibet people live in 
the hill: They a1@ not Hindus, but onimists: 
Thoy a8 economicslly beckward. They ae 
utochthonos. Thay speak tribal languages. But 
none of those ¢ tala’ a in thomssives satis: 
factory and even taken together thoy will not 
Include all the peoplos. who are labelled as tibew 
by. tho Administration or by ethnographers® 
(1960:263), 


‘According to Roy-Burman those people who 
have not been assimilated in the main body of 
the population but have remained primitive oF 
Dackward with thelr sopcrate entity may be 
‘tormed 9 ibe, The tribes which ore incladed 
Jn the Prosident’s Scheduled Tubes Order, aro 
regarded by the Central and State Government ax 
‘Scheduled Tribes. 


Society and culture 

A society, whether wibal or otherwise, i 
sharatorisod by the fundamental. features, such 
‘85 dafinite teritory, sexual repradution, 
comprehensive culture and independence. It is a 
tortitaial group within which members are by and 
190, recruited by means of sexual reproduction, 
although other mesne of recruitment are. through 
‘adoption, enslavement. conquest or immigration 
‘Society and culture are inseparable as. obverse 
and reverse sides «f the some coin and one is 
‘ot comprehensible without the other. A society 
has a comprehensive culture because the group 
is culturally sol sufficient and it enables the 
‘group fo fulfill all the requirements of social 
Ie. In this context rit is. opt to recspituleto 
some defigtions of culture from sociological 
view point. English anthropologist, Sir Edwrd 
Burnett Tylor (1871) States “Culture, or Civilza- 
tios... i that complex whole which includes 
know'sdge, bole at, law, morals custom, and 
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‘any otver capabilities and habits acquired by 
‘Man as s member of Society”. Some other 
efintions may also be teken into. consideration 


By Culture we meen all those historically 
cexcated docigns for fiving plicit end impliet, 
rational, jgtionsl, end _apn-rationel, which exist 
‘at any civen tima as a potantial guide fo: the 
bbeheviour of man”. (Kluekhohn end Kelly, 1945), 


“Cultwe is generally understood to moan 
Ihetned modes of nshaviour which ae. sooilly 
transmitt<d from one gene-ation to another 
within particular socities and which may be 
diftused from one society 19 another.” (Stoward, 
1960). 

“Culturo is the man made port of tho 
‘envirgnments”. (Herskovits, 1948). Fu thor, 


“n Cutt is the way of fe of 9 people: 
while a society i <n organised, Interacting 
‘aggregate of individuals who follow « given way 
of ile......a society is composed of people: 
‘the way they bohave is their cukure, 

“Cultus ison organisation of phanomens: 
rmoteril objects.bodily acts, idevs and sentiments 
which consists of oF is dependent upon the use 
‘of symbols". Further, “it is an extra somotic, 
temporal continuum of things and events. open: 
‘dent upon symboling”. (Laslio A White, 1943), 


“Aq organization of conventional undor- 
‘standings manifest in oct and artifacts, which 
persisting through tradition charactorizea, a 
‘human grou x. (Redfield, 1940) 

‘Thus, it may bo concluded that a social 
‘group having all or most of the charactorietic 
features enumersted below may be identified 
0 tribe:— 

(2) Common name 

(0) Comenon territory and common place of 

origin 

{@) Common language of their own 

(2) Non-hiorarchic or relatively fo50 

biorarchie 

(2) Strong kinship bond 

(D) Endogamy with distinct tabooes 

(9) Presence of exogamous divisions 

(h) Presence of social boundary 


(Presence uf encial idantity detined: and 
‘te-dafined from timo to time 


() Existence of youth dormitory/sodaltes 


(K) Thor religious botiets and practioss can 
‘be susumed under “snimism’ although 
‘nimetism, naturism, magic end occu- 
IWigm exist with distinctive moral codes 


(0) Communal ownership of land and forests 


with strong emotional and splitual 
attachment 

(m) Simplo economic pursuits at subsietonee 
level 

(0) Low level of technology and very itv 
‘specialization 

(0) The modo of production is famiy- 


‘etlented o: kin-based 

(P) The exchange is simple and barter 
system continues 

(a) The concept of capita is rudimentary 

(t) The Is lack of entropremurial ki 

(8) Mechanisms of sociat control are effe- 
tive 

(t) Customary laws ere in operation 

(W) High incidence of iliteracy 

(7) Absence of the concept of pollution aed 
Timited world view 


“Orissan Tribes 
The Orissan_ ethnographic scenario Includes 
many @8 62 Scheduled Tribes enlisted in 
‘the Prosidential Orders. numbering 6.915,067 
‘porsons In 1981 Consus constituting 22-43 per 


cent of the total population of the State 
(2637021), 
Dist bution of tribal population in. the 


districts ducing 1981 Coneus was uneven. Their 
‘number was,more in inland districts ko Koraput, 
Mayurphan), Sundargarh, Keonjhar and Phulbeni 
‘than in the coastal plain consisting of Balasore, 
Cuttack, Puri end Ganjam. Taking the total 
Scheduled Trlb> population of the State as a 
whole Kersput district clone clsimed more thin 
‘one-fifth, Mayurbhanje tightly lees than one-sixth, 
Sambalnu and Sundargarh mors than Ono-tonth 
‘each, Thage four distlets taken togather claimed 
‘mote than @9 per cent of tho total tibal popu- 
lation of tho State, In other words the tebsl 
[oops are found in lacs populous disticts 


Comparing the percentage of tibst_popu- 
lation to. total popubstion ia. different tricte 
Meyurbhanj dstict continued to hold the top 
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position with 57°67 per cent, followed by Kora 
put district with 55:21 per cont ond Sundaigarh 
‘with 51°25 per cont. 


The growth rato computed for tho whole 
‘State for the period 1971—1981 wae 19°72 per 
‘cent for the gene:el population. In cage of 
‘Scheduled Tribes, the decennial growth tate had 
{Gon down to 16°68 por cent in 1971—B1 from 
2008 per cent in 196171. 


‘Ths proportion of urban population to total 
Population in the Stote hed inereased from 8:41 
er cent in 1971 to 11°82 per cent in 1981. 
‘Tho Scheduled Tilbes had 4°61 per cent of their 
population in ths urban areas of the State, 


During the Consus 1981, tho proportion of 
females per 1000 males in the gencral population 
hhad further gone to 982 ftom 968. in 1971. 
‘Among the Scheduled Tribes, thero had boen an 
‘incre280 in the number of fomales in 1981 over 
ri. Ithas. improved from 1007. in 1971 to 
012 In 1921, 


‘The population size of diferent bal 
communities of tho State varies from a tow 
‘persons among the Chenchu to about ton lakhs 
‘among the Konk, There 18 bal 
‘communities numbering each more than one lakh, 
population Ten tribes among them, viz, 
Shuinya, Gond, Kison, Munda, Khor m, 
Saatel, Kotha, Bhumij and Bathydi are found 
‘lmost exclusively In northern and western 
Orisse and the remaining five tribes vie, Soor 
kkonh, Shebar or Lodha, Poveja and Bhottada 
‘21@ largely confined to southern Orissa 


There ato 12 tribal communities whose 
population varies from 10,000 to toss than 
4,00,000 each. Excopt Juang and Ho who eto 
‘mainly found ia Keonjher, Dhenkonal and 
Mayarbhanj disticts, al these communities. are 
‘muinly confined to southem end westorn Oriata 
Similarly there ar 23 communities whos 
Bopulation veries from 1,000 to 10,000 each, 
7 communities having population mere than 
100 and lose than 1,000. The somaining 3 
Communities have population loss than 100 each, 


Tho Stats has quote of somo of tho most 
poculous tribes of the country, Theee fe the 
Gond, tho Sontsl, the Oraan and tho Konch, 
On the other herd, chore sre soversl tribal 
communities which aro typical to Oricea and 
‘they ae ths ang, Bhuinya, Suoea, Benda, 
Bathudl end Scunt 


‘The tibel communities of Orissa ate now st 
different: lovels of development. At one end 
thers aro food gatherers and hunters and et the 
‘other end tharo are scculwated and edvanced 
‘communities. According to 1881 Consus, 
‘about 90 per cent of tho tibsl poputstion are 
dependent on agriculture, while the remaining 
‘10 por cant are engaged in occupations such a8 
hunting, gathering, pestovsl Ife, tsde and 
butinees, eervica and Induseial work. Econom 
cetlly the tribes of Orissa can bo clessified into 
five categoria: (1) Huntor-gatherers, (2) Pastors, 
(8) Shihing cultivators, (4) Setded or Plains 
cultivators and (8) Indust! and mining 
wore 


(1) Munter-gathorer—Toe tribes who ive in 
tho forest ae exclusholy dependant on forests 
for their livelinood by Prsetising hunting, 
‘axthoring, food-collecting etc, fall undor this 
tatogory. The Bichor, the Chanchy, the Malar, 
‘tho Korwa end. tho Hill Khorta, mostly found in 
‘Mayurbhan} and Sundorgart disricts possess 
{his type of economy. 


(2) Pastorat—None oxcopt the Koyas of 
Mattangiti area of Koraput district may bo 
doscibos 0 pestorsl. Thay ae by nature 
‘odince groat intext in cattle-breeding and anknal 
husbandry. They est boot, pork and pther 
typos of mast. But they do not mllch cow and 
oot dink milk or est mik products. In 
‘xiition to catta-breeding they carry on slash 
fend bum type of cultvation in comparatively 
plain foros land. 


(3) Shiting eultivaion—A luge number of 
tribe who dwall In the fils and forests are 
opandant on shiting cultivation coupled with 
{eod-gathering and bunting. The important 
tribes practising shifting cultivation aro. the 
Dangrie Kondh and the Kutia kondh, tho Lanjla 
Snore, tho Koya, the Bondo in southern Orissa 
‘and tho Juang and the Bhuinya in cena 
Orissa. tt is known 8 Bagad oF Berun among. 
‘the Lanjia Sacra, fivang among the Bondo of 
Koraput, Pedu or Haru among the Kondh, Dah 
‘01 Tota emong the Juang and Koman among the 
Bhuinys. 


(4) Plain cuttivation—Tho major bulk of tbat 
population in Orises constitutes og:ioutursts, 
‘though they supplement their economy by 
‘hunting, gathering and fishing. aut tibal ag 
‘ulture, however, is charecteised by unp-oductive 
and uneconomic holdings, land lienation snd 
indebtedness, lack of irigation in ths undulated 


» 


‘toraing and primitive method of cultivation. 
Iavarisbly tbal agriulturists grow one crop 
du'ing the monsoon and have to supplement 
their economy by sevatel subsidiary ezonomic 
pursuits. Undor this category, the Santal, tho Ho, 
{tha Munda, the Bathual, the Gond, the Kisan, the 
[Bhotteds, the Paroja and sne Plain Bhuinya’ and 
‘the Kondh may be included. 


(8) Industrie! and Mining Workers —Industial, 
mining resources have boon explored In ome. of 
the wibal pockets of the Stet. New industrial 
‘and mining establishments have come up In these 
‘raat. This hes resulted in displacement of looal 
inhapitents including tho tribals and incoming of 
‘outsides for omeloyment. The Oraon the Munda, 
the Ho and tho Santel of Northern Orissa are now 
found working in such establishments in larger 
‘number. 


Basing on the guidelines issued by Govern- 
‘mont of India 8s many es 12 tribal _commanitiea/ 
‘sub-groups havo boon identified as primitive 
‘vibes for the purpose of binging thom within 
the ambit of special devolopment prog'ammes, 
‘Thoee communitioe have pre-eqricultutal level of 
tochsology ond low lovel of literacy and aro 
found occupying inaccessible hilly tacts ond 
‘having diminishing trend or stagnation in popu 
lation growth. The list of primitive tribal 
‘communities includes, (1) Juang, (2) Hill 
Bhuiye, (2) Mill Kara, (4) Mankidia, (8) Birhor, 
(6) Loahia, (7) Didayi. (8) Seora, (8) Lanjia Samm, 
(80) Dongria Kondh, (11) Kutla Kendh and 
(12) Bondo, 


TRIBAL EDUCATION 
During post-independance period faciitios in 
various shepes for the promotion of tribal edue 
‘cation have been provided in accordance with t 
Dirsetiva Principles of State Policy under Artie 
49 of the Constitution for educational intrest of 
‘Schoduled Tribes 08 « special responsibilty of tho 
‘Contr and State Governments. Generally, the 
‘acltios have been extendod by providing special 
rsidentia! and non-reidental schools, schoo! 
‘buildings, foe studentship, scholsrship ond 
stipend, free dress, roading and writing materials, 
‘mid day meals ete, It might be instructive ond 
iminating 10 compare andse0 how the incidence 
cof literacy among the tribal poople of the State 
hae grown duing the lest thiea decades. in 
comparison with thet of the gonoral_ population, 
‘Fablo-! given below Indicates the diatrit-wise 
percentage of literacy among the tibals and 
‘Generel poulation during the Consus, 1981 


TABLE | 
District-wise percentage of Iterecy among Scheduled Tribes and total population, 1981 


District Peicentage of itersy among 
the Scheduled Tibes 
Male Female 

a ay ® o © © ) 
Sembstpur 40024798 
Sundorgarh ser 4738 
Keoniher 2989 azo 
Moyurbhan} 25473701 
ore ares as07 
Cuttack + 48335800 
Dhenkanal = 3870 8140 
Phulbent = 2eeta198 
Bolongie 2878 392 
Kalahondi 1935 atte 
Koraput 1s83 2317 
anjam 0784518 
Puri 4571 5948 
ORISSA STATE 3412 4890 


Iie seen that the percentage of litecacy 
‘among the Scheduled Tribes was 13°96 as against 
34:12 por cont in the total population. In al! 
latices the tteracy statue of the tribal popula- 
tion is far Behind that of tho general population, 
Its interesting to note thatthe literacy status 
‘of tribal males. (2327 per cont) is mow or loss 
‘equivalent to that of the fomeles (21:11 ser cent) 
{in the genorat population. It is also. gean that 
In all districts tho percentage of litacy for the 
{otal population, males and females amorg 
the Scheduled’ Tubes ie ter behind os 
‘compared with that’ of the general popula. 
ton. The percentage of literacy among 
tribal females is 4:76 per cont against 21-11 
per cent for thelr counterparts in the general 
Population, 


a 


Increased from 7'36 por cont in 1961 to & 
por cont in 1971 end then to 13°96 per cent In 
1881. Im other words, growth of literacy was 
240 percent in 1961—71 and 450 per cont 
‘during 1871—B1. All districts excepting Sunde:= 
‘ath and Keonjher hed shown’ discoutrging 
‘growth rate in literacy during the decade of 
1961—71. Comparatively the growth rato of 
literacy in almost all disvicts was somewhat bettor 
duting the decade 1971-81 than that of the 
Proceeding decace (1961—71). At the distct 
level in Sambeipur, Sundergarh, Keonihcr, Phul- 
‘bani and Puri there was higher growth rate of 
literacy then the other dieviets during 1971—81. 


TABLE It 


Percentage growth of literacy among the Scheduled Tribes during the lest two decades 
(1961-71 and 1971-81) 


\ 
' 


St Diswiey/State Percentage of literacy Percentege of variation 
No. i961 1971 7197181 
a (2) @ « © 
1 Sambalpur ” 1200 1408 +224 
2 Sundargath ” 1021 1604 +583 
3 Keonjhar . 598 1005 +407 
4 Mayurbhanj “ 710 263 +283 
5 Balasore “ 570 703 4193 
© Cuttack - 876 788 089 
7 Dhenksnet ‘ 1014 1106 1465 +092 
8 Phulbeni 1182 1237 1889 +058 
9 Bolengir . et 1216 1530 +305 
10 Kalahandi Z 575 773 a8 +198 
11 Koraput 37 328 eat +007 
j 12 Ganjam 609 679 1082 +070 
13 Pu s 1928 1380 1982 +384 
ORISSA STATE - 736 946 1396 +210 +450 
Educational advancement among some of Among the Birhdr, Didayi and the Menkidi 
the vibsl communities recognised as ‘Primitive’ not a single person hes achieved educat onal 
i ‘during the last two decades (1981 to 1981) 88 qualification beyond Matriculation. On the 


Shown below gives an appaling picture es other hand, persons who have prosecuted their 

studies buyond Mawiculation among other 
0ups, excepting the Saora, can bo counted on 
finger tipa, 


Growth of literacy during the last. two 
ecedes (1981 to 1981) among the numorically 
preponderant wibes (having population above 
‘ne lakh) ie Indicated in tho statement below. 
‘Among thom the Parola and the Kolha. aro for 
‘behind the Stato average of 13:96 por cont for 


Mankidia .. 43 29 the total tibal population of the State. In 
ma ates) 8 145 eddition, the Kondh, Shaber, Bhottoda and 
jag the Bhumij are tll below the State average, 


: iE 
Mae __74 88 133 Moreover, the Patoja, Kolha and tho Bhottado 


hve shown low rate of growth in thei litecy, ‘The Bathud ave Improved thelr 
Tie Bhuiva, Sete, Mund. Kfstn, O:tonand’_ater decade comaratialy ats hgh 


Sl. Tribes 

No. 

Ca) 

1) Kongh Fe n” 

2 Gond 107 195 

3 Santal oa 

4 Sa0re ‘ 17 104 

5 Kolha 52 68 

© Shabar 80 86 

7 Paroja r 34 25 

8 “Munda 2 86 133 

9 Bhotta ee 42 “4 

10 Bhuinya 7 103 149 

11 Klean 8 4 

97 163 

e 02 79 


onal lvl of iterates and edustedpesone among the Scheduled Tim a gtaw” 
love during tho Census of 1961 and 1941 ls gion alow Inthe stteewnan 


Educational lovel of literat 
Si, Educational lovel a 
No. ‘Tour 
ay @ @ 


483619 3.92,845° 91,074 
(10000) (8117) (1883) 


1 Uterate without any 267,479 
educational level, (100.00) 


2 Primary end Middle 41,590 2.91820 244584 46,939 

(100100) (10000) “(@390)(1610) 

8 Maticuletion/or 1720 20.239 17,959 2,200 

Socondery (10000) (10000) (86-73) (14-27) 

4 Above Secondary — 2 . 3997 3868 aa9 

fend below Grodua- (10000) (6801) (1099) 
tion 

5 Gredvation/Post 16 4 2 2a09 2622 aay 

‘raduaton, (0000) (6750) (1280) (10000) (oa) eat 

© Nontechnical 30 30 % 159 129 30 

Diplome, (10000) (10000) (10000) (ett) (1867) 

7 Teoh, Diploma... 60 60 a 2802 2602 360 

(100100) (10000) (80000) (e681) (rat9) 

8 Tech, Dogo at 1 105 130 55 

(10000) (10000) (10000). 7027) ors) 


* Percentage is given within brackets 
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The above statement indicates that tho 
percentage of femalo literates (SI. 1) has shown 
‘an increased trend, whoreas In case of males 
ithas declined, Almost similar trond is indleatod 
in SL.Nos.2 and 3.In SI. No.5, jo. atthe 
raduation and post-qraduation level, th 
ppefeentago for males has incresged, whereas 
It hag docroased for females. In educational 
levels in SI. Nos, 6,7 & 8, tho percentage for 
males hes docreasod but more significantly 
percentage for females has increased fiom ze. 


Impediments in the spread of Education 
In Tribal areas; 

Discussion conducted at various levels and 
savoral studies and surveys undertaken by different 
‘agoncios have highlighted that soveral factors 
responsible for slow progress In. educationsl 
evelopment among the twibes, These factors 
can broadly be classified under two brow 
ups, 

(1) Institutional 
and. (2) soc! 
category 
‘made. 

(1) Batty authorities (Ehwin-1963, Sri 
1967) have observed that _inadea 
‘educational institutions in the tribal areas is a 
‘major impediment. in tho progres of education 
‘among the tribos. Although speciel yardstick has 
‘boon presetbod to have a primary schoo! in tribal 
‘teas, thoro aro stil many sparsely populated 
‘tribal villages/basti having no school. According 
to Univoroal Bonch-Mark Survey conducted in 
118 Blocks of the Sub-Plan aren of Oriasa in 
1979 about 60 per cont of the hamiets/villagos 
hhave no primaty schools within their habitations, 
further, 27°88 por cont still dopend on primary 
‘schoo! in othor habitations located at a distance 
‘of below one Kim. and 1300 per cent between 
1 t0.3 Kms, 

(2) The dual, sometimes mutiple approach 
to the aystom of education (Elwin-1963) created 
confusion among tho tribal students, There are 

ional schools and 
averal other types with lfferent curiculum 
sets of facilities provided by the management. 
‘The special schools meant for the tribals. Indicate 
discrimination and discourages tho tibal students 
seeking admission. 

(3) Stuties conducted by 1. H. R.T. 1. and 
‘ther agencies and tho findings of the Ohebar 
Commission (1980) and Commissioner for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Telboe. have 
toyealod that inadequacy or non-availailty of 


‘and administrative. factors 
‘economic factors, under tho frst 
following observations have boon 


‘suitable infstructural facilities ike school 
building, hostel, teacher's quarters, equipements, 
‘water-supply, ete, are responsible. for slow 
progress of education among the tribal people. 


Absontism of toachors and non-availability of 
right typo of reachers who are familiar with 
‘vibal language, customs and modes of life 
(Ambasht 1970) are also stated to be the 
asons for slow progr 


(6) Curricula and methods of teaching and 
the taxt books proscribed which are not familar 
to thom do nat encourage tl 


(6) Lack of suporvision and inspection ot 
regular Interval and if at all any i 
done and silent aver taking appropriate and 
‘rompt actions for removal of ‘ottlanecks 
‘sponsible for slow progress In the advancemont 
‘of education in tribal ar 


‘As rogards socio-economic and its alllod factors 
hindoring progress of education, following facts 
‘may bo mentioned, 


(1) Language is said to be one of tho major 
Impediments for the spread of education. 
Medium of inatruction In Oriya is not casi 
Intolgible to. tho tribal students spoaking thelr 
‘own mothor tongue, Most of the teach 
appointed also do not understand tho languog 
‘of tho students, This causes communication 
‘939 Botweon toacher and his pupil. Imparting 
‘education through books in tribal language Is also 
difficult 98 many. tribal languages have nos erlpt 
{and can not bs prepared properly in some other 
In order to eradicate this. hinderanco 

havo adopted tribal languages 
it 98 medium of instruction at 


whieh have 
primary lov 


(2) Lack of motivation, anthusiasm and 
Knowledge of tho utllty of education among 
‘tho tribal parents stand as barter in educational 
advance. 


‘work according to the capacity for eaming their 
livolitood, As a rosult of this, tribal parents 
‘engage their children in somo household work 
In stoad of sending them to school. 


(4) Moreover tack of congenial environment 
of Institutions do not attract the tribal children. 
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‘end. guidance 
‘and villages. for reading do 
‘nol help tribal children to devote timo at home 
In thoie studies, 


(6) Colebsation of religious festivals and socio- 
religious ceremonies, ko mattiage and dovth 
thos divert the attention of the tribe! obildten 


(7) Evil dosign and intention of the neigh 
ouring non-tibsl people and waders and 
‘mofwy-londare. do not encourage tho. tb 
‘ond thelr children to. school, ¢0. that the 
will remein whore thoy ato, 


Interplay of these factoie has rosultad In 


dovelopmont among tho tial 
‘people, In this context, wastege may be dofined 
‘88 iopping out end withdrawal of students 
bofore completion of @ given course and stag- 
ration moans both low rate of enrolment In 
‘comparison to total strength in tho school-going 
‘age-groups and leo. students already enrolled, 
When taking. several More. years. to. complete a 
sven course, As por the Universal Bench Mark 


‘Survey in the Tribal, Sub-Plen area of Orissa in 
41879. only 1035 per cent jn the age-oroup of 
‘Sim 


06 years. wore going t0. school lV in 
the ege-aroups of 8—11 years and 11—16 years, 
only 31°31 per cont ant 15°65 por cent wore 
attending schools, respectively, Enrolment of 
tribal students at Primary School and High 
‘School levels. during 1988-89 as mentioned in 
‘the booklet tiled, "Education in Orissa” of the 


Directorate of Elementary Education (Statistics 
Call). gives. similar picture. The “strength et 
M. E. School love is roughly. ano-fifth of the: 


Primary. lovel and at High School level it is 
about ono-tonth, 


Growth of tubal onvoiment at Primary, 
M.E. Schoo! and High School levele during 
the poriod from 1978-79 to 1998-89 In the 
whole State of Orissa 

booklet will give.an. idea 
Progress of education 
‘Tribes. The growth of enrolment at Primary 
fovol is estimated at 28 por cont in 1989-89 
‘vr 1978-79 among the Schoduled Tribes as 
‘against 24°07 per cont for the cenera) population 
Enrolment at M,E- School lovel has. increased 
rom 48,000 students in 1978-79 to 120,000 
‘studants in 1988-89 among tho Scheduled Tb: 
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‘The Now Edudeticn Polley 1986, which 
brought hopes and aspirations for educations! 
evelopment in India envisagos educational 
‘opportunities for proriotion of equality. The 
Section 4'8 Is exclusively devoted for education 
‘among the Scheduled Tibos. Besides. giving 
priority attention in cponing primary cheats in 
‘Tribal orons it further emphasizes on tho 
‘repmation and production of toxt books bused 
‘on tribal languages and cultures, Tha educated 
‘end montorious vibal youths ere t0 by 
‘oncoutegod and given taining to wet a6 teuchors 
In trbal crooe.. The Ashrom —Sebcols and 
Rosidentiat Schools will bo este blihed In. large 
hhumbor. Besides the above, there will bo 
incontive schomes to get rid of the. soclo: 
psychological baniors in. thu minds of wibale 
through proper education. Thorn shall bé 
‘Anganwedis, non-formal end adult education 
Gentes in’ vibol pockets, on pilority. bs 
‘Tho curricula. will develop. in.cuch 8. manner 
thot there will be. increasing consciousness. in 
thei cult 


The 


Working Group on Development ard 
‘Of Schedulod Tribes duing Eighth 
Five-yeer Plan, 1990-98 has recommended 2s 
foliows for ecucational developr:ent among 
‘Scheduled Tribe and they ere mentioned as 
follows. 


1. As enviseged in the National Policy on 


Educition, 1986, emphasis of» clomemtery 
‘education should be on: — 
(2) universal enrolment sud universal 


fotention up to 14 Yoars of ago; and 


(2) 9 substantial improvement in the quality 
of odtucation, 

2. A substantial Improvement should bo 
‘flected in the coverage of Scheduled Tribe 
habitations by primary and middle love! schools, 

3, School-tess villagos/hamlets with a certain 
minimum number of children (say 30) in the ogo 
‘OUP 8-11, yoars. should be identified and 
primaty schools,opened in auch villago/hamiat, 

4 Buildings and other faslitioe inthe schools 
inT:8.P. afoa should be brought up t0 the 
stands "operation “Black- 
board”. Apert from Stato Plon funds, tho funds 
‘made, avallablo under the Jawahse Rozger Yojana 
and “Capital Outlay for Tribe! Village 
the award of the IX Finance Commission could 
bo used, 


1 Residential quartors be provided to all 
teachers serving in TSP area. Tho funds 
‘provided under the “Housing Outlay” of the 
‘award of the IX Finance Commission should be 
used in addition to other funds. 


6. Menetary and non-monstary incentives 
may be given to teachers serving in TSP 
reas 


7. Anew Centtaly Sponsored Scheme for 
‘establishing Ashram Schools be stated by the 
Ministry of Welfare, (The detailed requirements 
of funds for the proposed scheme prescribed). 


‘The scheme would be funded equally by the 
Contra and the Stato concemed, except in the 
‘caso of PT Gs, for whom 100 per cent of the 
ost would be borne by the Centre et a part of 
‘the Integrated developmental scheme for the 
‘vibe of for the area, This scheme could iso 
‘cover upgradation of facilities in. existing Ashram 
Schools, 


‘The location of the new Ashram Schools and 
‘edmission policy should be so dacided os to 
lve priority to $ T gies and children of PT Gs., 
shifting cultivators, forest villagers, migrant ST 
Jabour and nomadic wrbes, 


8, All schoole in T $ P araas may be placed 
‘under the contol of the State's Education 
Department. 


9. Tho tribal language/dialect may be. 
‘adopted as tho madium of instruction ot primary 
lovel inT SP aioas, To achieve this ond, 
primers and other teaching materials in the 
{ual language/dialect will have to be devised. 
The NC ERTS C ERTS and Contra, 
Institute of Indian Languages, Mysore can help 
in this respect. 


10. All Schools, residential oF non-residential 
should provide faciitos for sports and games. 


11. School timings, vacations, etc, may be 
‘adapted to suit local needs. 


12 Starting with the: Ashram/ Residential 
schools, vocational education, particulely in 
agriculture, should be introduced. 
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13. Teachers st primary level should be 
recruited from among local STs For this 
purpose, qualifications requited may be relaxed 
‘ point of entry and suitable post-recrultment 
‘raining imparted. 


14, The establishment in T'S P_ areas of 
7 Is, Polytechnics, Colleges of Nursing, A NM. 
Training Centres, Teachers Training Institutes, etc. 
currently being done by some States, should bo 
‘emulated by the others. This would’ cease the 
shortage of skilled/trained manpower in TS P 
‘eas and open uP fresh employment opportuni= 
ties for $ T youth, 


15. Elomentary end edult education are fields 
Jn which Non-Governmental 
(NG Os) have sen notably active. T 
unlimited scope for involving and assisting. 
1N G Os to work In this fold f 


16. The schome for upgradation of merit of 
SC/ST students being operated by tho 
Department of Edyeation (Government of India) 
should bo continued end given wide publicity. 
The 1TD Ps, should be requested divectly 10 
Iden'ity bright $T bovs ond gis for placement 
Jn good residential schoole under this scheme. 


17. The Working Group recommended that 
‘the existing educetionel schomes of ‘the Ministry 
‘of Woitare bs continued 
‘molated 

‘The rates of Post-matric Scholarships should be 
‘avised to compensote for Inflation. The oxisting 
‘scheme for $ T git's hostels should be. mado 
Detter use of by the Statos to improve the 
‘educational status of $ T gis, 


18. The contents of curricula and toxt books 
may be revised to sult tribe! children, 


However, it ll depends on how sincorely we 
execute the Policy and implement  vatious 
‘programmes for goal-atiainment, 
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DONGRIA KONDHS OF ORISSA—THEN AND NOW 


‘A vast areo of about 250 squsre mils, studded 
‘with lofty his and surrounded by donso. forest 
‘covering 182 portion of the Nivamgii hills in 
Biesam cutteck end K. Singpur police-station ereas 
In tho dlowict of Koraput. Those fill ienges. ate 
the abode of tho Dongria Kondhs, one of the most 
backward sections of the Kondh tribe of Orissa 
‘who occupy the ssverth place for their numerioal 
strength among the Scheduled Tribes in India, 
The Kondhs form the largest group smong the 62 
‘Scheduled Tilbos of Orissa and are. estimated. at 
989,942 95 por 1981 Census. end. constitute 
1673 por cant of the total tribal population, 
In Ovise 


‘About a century 
officals (Macpherson. 
featured. this wibo vey promi 
‘holnous practice of female infanticide and human 

cific, Thovo accounts serve as a valuable 
urco on she. culture. of tho Kondh, Ewin 
(1984) was the fist Anthropologist In this oontury 
{0 giva his impression on thie tribe, 


‘Tho Kondhs In Oriser are divided into. various 
‘endogamous sections, such as Kutia Kondh, 
Donotie Kondh, Devin Kondh, Pongo Kondh, 
Malue Kondh, ote. These sections may bo broadly 
divided Into throw groups according to tholr level 
cf dovolopmont. The Kutia.Kondhs of Bolghar 
‘199 (in. tho. district of Phulbani. and Boudh- 
Kondhmale), tho Dongria Kond of Bissamcutiacks 
‘area (inthe distlet of Koreput) ropresont the 
primitive soctions and the Desia Kondh, living. in 
‘the plains In other districts represent tho Hindu 
{aod section of tho tribe. 
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Nothing dofinite ean be sald about the total 
population and number of villagos inhabited by 
the Dongtlc Kondhs. But they ae pocketed In 
fone compact area, that i the Niyaigii ranges 
‘hich comoriso four polige-stations such as ; 
Kalyansinghpur, Bissam-curack, Muniguda and 
Biswanethpur. "Through retonnoitre study an 
attempt was _madeto know tho total nmbor of 
villages inhabited and tho total population of the 
‘vibe. Thus, the Niyamgiti hills constitute 110 
Villages inhabited by tho Dongria, Kondb with an 
‘approximate totel population of S618 (Males— 
2.491, fomalos—3,127) as found out duting the 
survey. mada in the year 1975. Tho. present 
‘paper Is the out come of a field study conducted 
in villages Khambes!, Kurli and Khajutt during 
1987-88, 


‘the Dongria Kondh villages consist of cluster 
‘of mud-huts huddled together without a definite 
plan, Both the sidos of a village are covered bY 
tows-of huts; Tho numbor of huts in a predo- 
‘minant Dongtia Kondh village usually. does aot 
‘oxco0d 35 10 40, The Dombs, a Scheduled 
Casto tive in separate wards: In villages of the 
‘Tho hut of « Dongria. Kondh 
Yooks very simple, It ls made of mud with raw 
thatched rool. ‘The furnituro owned bY an 
‘vorago. Dongtia Kondh hous ara nelthor 
‘humerous nor costly. The ordinary clothing that 
‘the Dongria Kondh mola ae.well as-¢ fomale usep 
in the village may bo just an. adequate ‘covering 
‘or protection than that of tho purpose of decora- 
ton. Inecite of that, they are not devoid of 

sthatic songs, They’ Invoapective of sex make 
up for their detisiont clothing by loading their 


—— 


le er 


persons with varitios of omaments. They do 
‘not take extraordinary interest for bodily clean 
Hiness, They ars negligent of personal hygiene. 


Their staple food is Peja, 2 sot of gruel 
propared out of ragi and Suen-rice. It is 
supplemonted by fruits, roots, Jeaves and tubers 
collected from forests. Rice is considered to be 
‘the ceremonial food. They take the flesh of 
‘cows, buffaloes, pigs, oats, lambs, pigeons, etc. 
Thay also eat flesh of dead animals. The very 
savour of Manua-liquot (ir Kalu) and Sago-paim 
juleo (Mado Kalu) mako the Dongrias almost 
‘wild, Besides, its ritual and. social significance, 
liquor has a special charm for the Dongrias. 


‘The Dongria Kondhs are primarily horticulturists, 
but thay alo practise shifting cultivation. The 
‘entra Dongra area is divided into various Muthas 
(Fart). Mutha ig an imporant feature of their 
social organization. Natural hills are. divi 
apportioned for gach Mutha and these 
‘Peatean ecyleuleeal plots by: edhldest. Srila 
in vilages of each Mutha. These. swiddons are 
‘enjoyed heraditarily and got sub-plotted when 
partition occurs. 


‘The land in hill slopes are alled Dongar land. 
‘The slope on the plains is called Gudlia and the 
‘itohen garden (Badi) is situated atthe side or 
back of the homestaad land. Millets ike, Mandi 
(fag), Suan (Kosla), Arka,» Ganthia, Koting, 
Koto and ‘Khudjana, pulsos like; Bir, Als, 
hata, Kandule, and turmeric are produced on tho 
Donger. Plantain, orange, pinsenpla and Jackfruit 
‘row luxuriantly nthe hill tops. No irigation is 
possible In the area except though a stream 
‘called, Gadgeda Nallah which flows at the foot 
of hills. No natural or artificial fertiisars are 
Used. As a matter of fact, the production 
‘gradually decreases from first year to second 
year and moro or-less in subsequent years. 


Due to growth of population and practice of 


hiting culation the forest hes dectined. 
Hunting has coased to be an important source 
of livlinood. 


‘As por tradition the Dongria Kondhs never 
190 [ot wago-carning. Surplus commodities lke: 
frults, turmeric, castor seeds, etc. are sold as cash 
‘crops, As fruit growers, they should, inthe 
fitness. of things, ba rich but most of | their 
‘oducts aro knocked off by the Domb at the cost 
of thelr simplicity and ignorance. 


Family is the primary unit in the Dongria 
Kondh social organization. The nuclear family 
Is the predominant type. ‘Through mariage tho 
Conjugal bond is established. Clan exogamy is 
‘the genera rule for marriage. Though monogamy 
Is the approved form of mariage, the socioty 
‘ls0 permits for polygynous unions. ‘The second 
form of social grouping Is tho division of 
‘he vibes Into twenty-five clans called, Bansha, 
Mutha 98 2 bigger social unit has got 
‘socio-economic relationship with other Muthas 
Of the eative area. 


Administration of justice, settlement of 
<isputes, maintenance of peace and promotion of 
social welfare are some of tho functions of the 
village council. These functions are performed 
by @ group of peopla lected as officals to the 
couneil. There are four important traditional 
office bearers of the village council. ‘The Jani 
isthe beadman of the village and also the priest. 
‘The Bishmajhi is the revenue collector. The 
Pujar isthe village cook and leader-cumm-organiser 
of Maria festival. The Baviks, tho 
rmessonger bolongs to the Domt 

Excepting these social leade:s, the 
religious leaders such as:—Jani, 


(medicine-man).. Mendel 1s the leader of intor= 
‘village traditional council or Mutha organization. 


The Dongtia Kondas aro believers of large 
‘number of deities and conceive of a large pan- 
‘thoon of Supematutal Beings who control the 


by Dharani enw (Enth- 
Kotebali, Jatrakudl, Bima, Dongar 
Peru, Thakreni Penu, Nivamraje Penu are wo'- 
Shipped and trested as important deities atthe 
village level, Qumbas are the ancestor spits, 
‘Totemism hes almost lost its religious significance 
‘among thom and shamaniam Ia involved in thelr 
‘oligion rather than in magic. The rites employed 
to establish harmonious relations with the duties 
‘and spits ate mainly supplication and. prayers, 
‘offerings and sactfices and the ceremonial 
sharing of sacrificial food, besides, contain special 
‘observences and taboot. . Throughout tho year 
the Dongrias remain busy in performing various 
feasts and festivals, 


However, indebtedness was the most acute 
‘and complicated problem among the Dongria 
Kondh. Their economy was primitive but thelr 
natural sunoundings had bountiful resources. 
Ordinarily they could glean and reap adequate 


amount of food matirsts to tive in primitive 
atflvencs. The balance with natura was seiously 
dislogsted by the economic pressure, tho domi- 
nant feature of which was indabtednoss. 


Sinco time. immemorial, the Dongria Kondhs 
‘wore perpetually exploited by the Dombs resulting 
ine severe deficit in tho budget of ‘individual 
famtios, 


‘Soconaly, agriculture and frult growing ore the 
‘main soutces of income of tho Dongria Kondhs 
But thoir awidens are uneconomic due to 
stony soll, lack of forest growth and lack of 


Itrigation fa ‘te. Government launched 
Purchaso-Sale and Fairprice Shop Schomo in the 
year 1968 to bring about economic development 
by way of curbing exploittion, by granting 
Interest free loan, by arranging market 10 
purchase their surplus commodities and by 


‘iving them adequate amount of eash in exchange 
{0 purchase atticles of daily necessities through 
Folt-price Shops. It was’ intendod to improve 
their horticulture in a scientific tine. 


‘A now strategy, called, Tribal Sub-Plan ws 
‘rounded during the Fitth-Plan Period (1975—80) 
which aimed at compiehensive development of 
‘the wibale with special focus on the individual 
family. The families living below the poverty 
ine. wore identified and their folt-needs and 
problems wereassessed cnd sultablo programmes 
for their development were executed. The idea 
of Integr: tion in terms of sectoral programmes 
‘end pulling of rescurces wore fundemental 
‘aspocts In tho concopt of Tribal Sub. Plan. 


Again on the eve of the Fifth-Plon it was 
ycognized that specie! progiammes for tho 
‘extromoly backward tibet groups 

taken up on the basis of propor Identification on 
the lines suggested by Shilu Ao Toam and 
Dhobar Commission, It was. also. considered 
that the programmes meant for the development 
‘of this primitive group would be financed on 
font por cont basis by the Union Ministy of 
Homo Affairs, Government of India. On the 
‘sls of these norms an Action Plan wes formu 
lajud for the development of the Dongrla Kondh 
known as, Micro Project or Dengila Kondh 
Development Agency (D.K.DA.). 


All these mesgures brought radical _chonges 
Jn the socio economic life of the Dong 
Kondh and ongurod them the right to live with @ 
solid economic: base, 
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Changing Scence 


‘The cultural changes among tho Dongria 
Kondh are both vast and complex, particularly 
In tho recont past and from 1978. onwards undor 
‘tho impact of modem forces. Tho past years 
‘ar0 marked by the advent of modern procasses 
Hike installation of development agencies and 
Implementation of varlous wolfare schemos, 
Industralization, development of communication 
cilities, ete. From the post history and cultural 
‘synthesis, it is clear that the present cultural 
‘change among the Dongrie Kondhs is. the most 
Important and noteworthy phenomenon which 

‘on tho 


fone hand, and the force of modern 
the other, 


Changes in the living conditions 


‘The material aspect of thor life has undergor 
48 ofeat change. Staw-thatched houses 
‘bamboo split walls have given place to substan- 
tial pucea houses, even bungalow typo of 
houses are found in four villages such as 
Khojue, Kurll, Khombesi and Kadragumma. 
Each house is Planned to be of ‘one roomed with 
font and back with high closed verandnchs 
and G..C. sheet roof with an estimated cost 
‘of Rs. 8,500 occupying only 200 sft. plinth area 
Each house is provided with a pigsty and a 
‘goat-shed and a sopaiato cowshed is built at 
tho back of esch house, The walls oro made 
‘of burnt breoks plastored with cement and sand, 
Houses havo been provided with wooden collings 


Which sores es the granarios and. sto 

space for prized-posseesions of the houst 
For roe air and light window hee been fittod 

10 the wall of tho sleeping room. . Besides, 


doors of 6 foot In helght have boon fitiod both 
‘at tho front and the beck of tho house, —Thoro 
sno trace of traditional look in. the now set-up 
‘of the house construction. Hededa Mundo, the 
‘mall wooden post which once roprosanted. tho: 
Dumbas or tho ancestal-spis in each Dongria 
Kondh house is now found in a baskot 
(Changudl) hanged in a roposshelf from 
‘the middle post of the now houte instond of 
posting it on tho ground. Comontod_platforme 
have beon raised at tho right corner of the 
sleeping room to keep cooking utensils and 
water pots. Wooden platforms raised about 3 
feet in height from tho ground level are fixed. to 
tho walls for storing paddy and other grains in 
the sleeping room. 


GROUND PLAN OF A NEW HOUSE 


ca REAR VERANDAH 


to! MAIN ROOM 


FRONT VERANDAH | 


10" 
Plinth Area=200 Sq. ft. 


In fact, the kitchen to which outsiders wore 
‘not allowed previously to enter is now opened 
‘to the public without any resbiction. For 
Interior decoration wooden selves have been 
fitted on tho walle of tho tiving room whote 
suit-cases, bags, etc. are kept. Mimor is fixed on 
‘the wall to comb hair. Framed photographs of 
Lotd Siva. Durge and Krishna have been found 
‘hanging on the walls at a hoight in tho beck 
oom. Due toffee air and light the house be- 
comes less cosy of smoke, Now women folk 
devote more time for up-keeping the house and 
Its contents. The inside and the surroundings of 
‘the house seem to be more neat and tidy then 
before. 


Household Contents 

‘The new house has necessitated the require 
ment of varied modem articles. Their furniture 
wich used to eonsist of a Bedstead or dato- 
Dalm-lesf mat. their crockery Which included @ 
{few carthen vessels, wooden and gourd ladles 
‘and leaf plates, their dress which was nothing 
‘more than rags end loin clothes, have all boon 
eplaced by more substantit, arttic and 
‘durable patterns. Wooden cots, quilts, bed-shost, 
pillow and mosuito-curtzin have pushed their 
fope-knitting cots and @ wrapper out of many 
homes. Hutticane lanterns have raplaced the 
indigenous lamps (Badt/). At prosent eloctricty 
hasbeen provided to four villages namely, 
Khajur, Kut Khambesi and Kadraguma and 
‘most of the households in each village have taken 
domestic connections. Umbrellas made of steal 
trame.tin suitcases, leathor bags, torch light, 
radio, cycle, steel’ almirch, —tape-recordet, tin 
‘chsir, wooden chairs and tables have found 
placo in their houses. 


Bamboo combs ate fast disappearing as also 
the traitione! bangles and cther omaments worn 
‘by women. Now, women preter light and spar= 
‘ing glass bangles. Now designs of elogint oar 
‘ings and nose pins made of gold are gradually 
being adopted. by the wall-to-do families. Dhotis 
{and shits are the commonost dross for the males 
‘when they go out. Kod! of 16 foet in length 
‘which was thelr usual cloth is now replaced by 
Lungi. Banian is put on while in the village. 
Some young men use stlipped-shirts 99 used 
bby the wollto-do families whon they go out, 
‘Young women wear blouses when out of doot. 
They put on red oF yollow-bordered or prints 
saris, peti-coats and blouses when visit dormi- 
tories. Half-pants and shits ore put on by tho 
children. Shoes have now become popular 
‘among them. Use of sponge-chappals, leather 
‘and conves shose are found among the members 
cof wsllto-d0_houschold 


Modern cosmetics tks sosp, scents, hair oll 
liquid afta. kumkum and nail polish, have found 
their way into the houses of both the poor and 
rich families. The women are now more koan to 
‘wash their garments regulaily with soap or soda 
‘and keep their children in more tidioass. 


The wall-to-do young males go to selon 
located at Chatikona and Bissemeuttack to ciop 
up their hair and donot prefer the tredhional 
‘method. They have started giving their diy 
‘lothes to the laundry for washing and ironing. 


Somo of them possess razor-set for shoving 
tegulatly, For cleaning teeth, tooth bush and 
peste re used. 


Enithan pots in tha kitehen ate being substi- 
tuted with long durable aluminium utensils. Water 
{a atorod in the belimetal pots for drinking par 
‘poses. Stainless-stal utensils a9 used for taking 
ood. Stoo tiffin carsor is used for carrying food 
to th hill tops. 


In most of the villages people are listening 
ews items of the radio. Even though no 
‘corimunity set has boen provided. the intrested 
Persone are found to bo assembled at toachor's 
fasidence of at the residence of the person who 
is having radio sot to listen to. the local and 
eIhi news. Thoy have picked up interest for 
Hindi musics, The delly news paper “Samaj” 
Js also read by soma persons in tho village 
Khambrsi. The villagers a1 also interested to 
see Hindi and Oclya mm-vies. They stiond in 
large scale when cinema shows are organised by 
the Agency authority 


Food hat 

“To the Dongria Kondh food was only meant 
something 10 satisty hunger. They were con- 
Selous neither ofthe nutsitive value of the dict 
for of its tonic value lik: vitamins, ete, Their 
kitchen affolc was thus quite primitlve owing t 
their ecolegy, traditional food-habits end goo- 
‘raphic isolation. The raw food materials are 
taken after being boiled In weter, of roested. oF 
fried depending upon thelr method of prepara 
tion. The food prepared once sometimes used 
for day eget Thy aad mre for cua 
‘than quality 


'At prosont the Dongria Kondhs have litle 
‘advanced in cooking. They have learnt the 
alforent cooking methods fiom theit_neighbout- 
ing hindus, They now uso spices, etc. in 
preparation of thei dishes. 


‘There iw no time fixad among the Dongries 
{or taking food. Ragi-gruel (peje) is the staple 
food. In the morning, ater brushing the teeth 
‘and washing the face, they take ragi-grvel, 
either “preoared ftesh or lft over from the 
provous sight. After mid-day, they teks tho 
fame food which thoy carry with them to the 
field. Their night meals consi of ragi-gruet 
fidded with susn-rice and beked greens or cr 
fish. if avaiable. 


‘But now their night mosis consist of boiled 
fice, vogetable cury and bsked greens. They 
Ihave now started growing vegetables which they 
‘consume or else they purchsae vegetables from 
‘the local market. Among the vegetables potato, 
‘rina, Dean, chili, onion, cabbage, french bosn, 
radish, salgem, boat. tomato, snake gourd, 
bitter gourd Dangata Konde (o type of tubs), 
(enum) ate. are consumed. 


“They live on cotoals like-rcs, suen and wheat, 
In addition, pugs such ae red gram (Kendule), 

lack gram. beansgram, gteen gram arn con. 
‘sumed by them. They are vay much fond of 
fowl, mect, pork, flash of butfelo, beet, egg and 
fish, They nuw uss spices and oll In thelr vent 
Preparation. 


It is to be pointed out thet, some of tho 
Dongtia Kondhs who have visited Purl, the 
pigiim contre end have thelr Darshan of Lord 
SJaponnath and tsken bath jn the see, have. givon 
Yup eating of any kind of mest. A beliet that 
til the sins of a person ate washed sway when 
he takes holy bath in the sea Is spreading among 
‘them, After the bath it has Become 8 taboo for 
them to resume to meat dist of any kind. This 
tend is giaduelly increasing after 1984, when 
the Dongria Kondhs were specially invited to 
Kereput on the ocozsion of cat festival to tio 0 
‘new cloth as the preceptor a the head of Lord 
‘Saganneth after which the Chariot is dragged. 
‘On the occasion the head (Mende!) of the 
teritral ‘unit (Mutha) is coremoniously and 
hhonourably offered a turban by the District 
‘Authority. 


“They are now very much keen in taking raw 
‘tea in the motning. On special of festive 
cccasions, ike Dasehare, Gamhe Purnima, ec. 
they prepere cskes Uke thet of the Hindus from 
‘unboiled rice and block fam. Fried-cakes are 
flso prepared as and when funds permit. In 
{foct, the Dongria Kondhs have already folt the 
Importance of tastes and delicaoy in taking and 
‘preparing food. 

‘The Dongtias are now aware of the diet of 
the pationts and do not lot them eat eecotding to 
their own choice, For instance, patients 
suffering from fover ero not allowed to take 
fice, dal, tamstind, brinja, ete. They are strictly 
prohibited to take non-vegetarien and other 
items with sour taste. Pregnant ladies are not 
allowed to est chili, gavi, brinjal, fish of meat, 
They sre sleo restricted from taking hot food, 
‘win fruits and things with sour teste, 


a) 


intoxicants and Narcotics: 

Mahus Liquor (lp! Kalu) end Sego-Pien juice 
‘are the favourite drinks of tho Dongria Koadh. 
Liquor vending of the Dombs_ in the Nivamgiti 
hills has slways clsimed a substant’st share of 
‘the Income of the Dongsia Kondh. 


Inview of this the Agency with the help ef some 
young elites hes stopped this business of 
Vending of the Dombs. A committoo wos 
formed in the year 1984 10 stop thie 
exploitstion of the Dombs. Tho Menda/ and 
‘other young leaders ofthe villages organized an 
foath ceremony to stop diinking liquor. The 
Agency intensities Police vigilance in the area to 
ddarect -casea of liquor brewing and Equor 
vending. The young Dongriss sso. actively 
‘supportad it. The Agency monopolized liquor 
‘vending snd auppliod the requieod quantity on 
vatious goclal functions ‘to each femily ot tho 
rate of Rs. 2.00 por bottle, 


‘S09 of tho young Doagiia Kondhe are now 
found making funlare wits foreign fiquor. Thay 
‘re emoking clporettes and bids and. ke»ping 
‘match boxes with them. Some of them are 
‘Alvo using gee lights 


Religious Charges: 

‘The Dongrle Kondhs now worship Hinds 
Gods ond colubrato Hindu rituals. Accordingly, 
they follow tho Hindu pattem of feests or 
religious occasions by using seeiad food end 
fnerod rhaterisis’ tke, coconut, mitk. oho, 
tutmorls power and otter Hindu religious alts. 
‘They aro celebrating the mjor Hindu festivals 
fike—Goneth Puje, Sti Panchami, Gamba. 
Purnime, Rothe Jatre, Dasshora, Jenmmaxtem. 
‘e1, Participation of tho Dongris Kondh in all 
the Hindu festivels is common now-2-diys. lo 
fast, not only do they believe in Hindu 


thoughts. and ideas but themselves panicinete 
In the rituals, to the extent thet they even 
perform the funetion of priest in many occasions 
Wike—Ganesh Puja, snd Sareswati Puja. The 
Hindu idea ‘ot oly rivers end che custom of 
‘sacied bath have also been adopied by them. 


Boing influenced by Hinduism they aro now 
‘eonteibuting funds to construct @ Jagannsth 
temple st.Kurll village, a contral place of the 
2108, Book recoio's have been printsd and 
‘each person now pays Rs. 10-00 in the minimum 
for the proposed constuction of the temple. 


3 


Goddess Durga otherwise known 2s Gote Pen 
has been accepted as such In the Dongris 
Kondh pantheon. She is cereroniously 
worshipped during Beljetre, otherwise known 
8 Jhamy Jetre, organised st the interval of 
‘two yesrs during Pare Sankrent/in the month 
of March-April, Mt Is exclusively . held at 
Xhamb:si where the pebrle end the vow-takers 
tom different Muthas eesomble, The Pat-Boju, 
Deiteti Kadiska acts as priost. Gote Pony, 
toptesvating a piteho:-full of water is installed 
ove 2 med raleed alter under a thedo 


‘over which tho Beja mieondere to and tro in 
beveloct. Thon ho sits over # esp of thom’ 
{(an>) whare he gets possessed. with spit, 
In cestecy he prophesies the future of each 
Novetaker. Th-p he propitees goddess Durga 
‘with sored food matures and secriices animals 
brought by the vow-takers. After tho tual 
the consociated food ate dsiloutsd_ among the 
rdionco.Sinco eight youre, this uel be 
beens Anathe: iteoxting mepoct of this 
titel Te persone suffering fom fetal diseses are 
‘ald to be cured by performing thie Puja. 


fe le remarkobla that, tho Dongrla 
Kondhs are oredually glviog up sncritice of 
bafta on various ritual occasions, The Agency 
which i reeponsibla to. tying this chengo hes 
‘hor’ saved thy community from exooitation of 
tho Domb. The Agency Is now supplying 
botfale to she Dongria Kondhs for eslebration of 
vorious festive occasions. 


“Ths, it e clear thot tho Dongtia Kondhs have 
boon gresty influenced by Hinduism ond have 
‘adopted Hindu raligious and eovial b>haviour to 
‘2 vory oroat extent. 


Politios! Changes 

In tho Dengria Kondh society the heads of 
itfecent  wadkional units (olan, villago and 
‘tarftor) wore abpyed, respected and eccuptod 
‘Tho office of thoes heads was on hoteditary basis 
‘and tho authority romsined in the hands 
fof 9 single parson. The Introduction of 
Grampanchayst system ead Community, Develop 
mont brought the Dongs Kondhe nearer 
to the damocratic character of the  Netionel 
Administration. Besides, with the estebichment 
ff the Mioro-Project the political organization of 
the Donaria Kondhs got_s new direction. 
‘Though customary laws are still prevalont, their 
Jmportance is diminished under the impact of 
modern foroes 
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{At the intervention of the Agency, leadorshi 
pattern has been organised more formidably ot 
Mutha or taritorial lovol and. the dovelopment 
mostures ato Intvoduced through them. The 
village» hoadman, Jeni, the ward mombor 
‘and the young leadors. help tho Mendel, tho 
‘Mutha head, and Sarpanch In. taking. dock 

‘on various meters 

‘uthority in Its a703, The Govornment oficals 
tro. not able to Implement any plan and 
programms without the help of the Mandar 
‘and Surpanch, 


Another Committoo fas boan formed in 
‘each  villege comprising of Jani, Bishrmaih, 
Pujar, Ichan Jeni and two more young lendors. 
‘Thoss loaders atc responsible for taking decisions 
‘on the following matiors, 


{@) Solection of baneticiatlos for receiving 
aiffeont baneit. 


(H) Distribution of differont implements 
requited for horticultural plantatio 


{e) Sattiomant of consideration for slo of 
crop fies, otchards, fuit wees and 
horticuturel produce to Dombs. 


{a) Selection of beneficiaries for dlstbution, 
of petty loan and consumption loen, 


{e) Tho Committee shall shoulder the 
responsibility of recsiving advance from 
the, Ageney for liqudating the debt 
Durdan of tho Dongrias_ ond to make 
Dongrias free from the clutchos of 
local money londors 


(f) The Committoo shall negotiato land 
dispute cates and disruption arising out 
cof mariage by capture 


(a) Through Committoe convumer 
aro supplied. 


goods 


(ny 


tion to.a;orosch road to th villoge supply 


fof olyctilty, constuction of water 
harvesting ateture, sinking of wolls and 
tubo-wels, oponing of schools, otc, are 
dono #8 pot the euggostion of the 
‘Committee. 

Tho Commitae selocts the Domb waders 
fot purchas» of tho surplus agriculture! 
‘and hogicultural produces fiom th 
‘tibate 8nd also dacldes, the rato of 
purchase of differnt items. 


0 


(). The Committee unanimously decided not 


to brow liquor, The motiveted the 
Villagors not to purchase fiquor from the 
Dombs oF borrow money for purehase of 
the some, 


‘Tho modomn loaders are also woll_ represented 
in thy Niyamgit! Frult-Growors Co-operative 
Society. Unde the sponsorship of the Agency, 
Wodaks Maden of village Khambosi (Mendo)) 
pacemo tho Prosidont and Kadraka Mandela, of 
village Dhamniponga became the  Vico-Prosidont 
fof the Co-operative Society. Jakasika Majplant 


(Mundbalivllage),Pusika Gaji_(Sutanguni 
village), Wadeka Kana (Khajush village) and 
Kadiaks oj (Radang village) bocame tho 


Directors of the Co-operative Society. Thus tho 
politics system ond loadership played Impovtant 
fale in enforcing roformative meesutes among the 
foclely members and bringing down tho extent 
fof exploitation of the Dombs end local money= 
lenders. 


Social Changes 

‘Changes_in_maria 
(ahola), customary among the Dongria Kondhs, 
thas mado it impossibie for indigent families to 
provide bride to otherwiso cligible young men 
fend therefore bride capture and. bride services 
hhave become frequont in the society. Among 
the Donarla Kondhs, a gil is considered prized 
possession. end at her ego of 4 or 6 yous, 
proposals for het martiage comes from different 
boys parents under tho systom of negotiable 
marriage. Ifthe gt’ parents accept liquor fiom 
the boy's parents, tho nagotiation is finalized and 
the nuptial is kept pending till both the boy end 
tho gid are grown up. If efter finalization, the 
fortis captured from the dormitoyy by any on 
{tho eitueton rosulte lo feuds or tug-of-war 
Dbptween two Muthos belonging to both tho boy 
‘and the girl—resulting to. arson ond. bloodshed. 
‘Tho boy's paronts are heavily penalized to the 
tune of Rs, 2.600 to Re. 3,000. 


Socondly, in an indigent fomily, the boy 
tondara oorvigos In tho git's house for years 
Together to minimize the quantum of brido-prieo 
required to be pold by his tide, When hie 
pationce js. toxed, he with hia. fellow bove 
threatens the gic's peronts to behad them In 
tase the mariage ie wot solemnized earlier. 


[All thene cases mado the Dongria society 
more stife-ridsn and tussele and sttife become 
regular phenomanon. The Agency mitigated 
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these cases by arranging funds In the shape of 
loan for meeting tha, expenses of mr iage and 
Sociol caremories of those who could not provide 
the means rocuited for those functions. AS a 
result of this, a farge number of mages could 
‘verbo possible among the poorer section of tho 
people, Thore sro now less cases of bride 
astute and late mer lege. 


With tha Intorventicn of the Agoney, the 
bride-price whieh consisted of As, 600 to RS. 700 
‘Along with some hoads of animals. in tho shapo 
fof cows und bulfalove f8 yaw reduced fo money 
‘only in tho tune of Rs, 2,000 to Ru. 3,000 with 
‘ony or two cows, 


The Dongrl’s now foc! it moro conveniont 
to pay th amount in cash only 98 they are now 
‘economically better off with assistenco from tho 
‘Agency, 


At oresont,thoro are absolutoly no celabctos 
Jn. the Dongria Kondh Society. Poor economic 
condition forced somo of the Shamans to lead 
tho Iifoof colebecy for which thoy were involved 
in spiritual mariagos uliatoly. But the situa 
tion is changed now as the Shamans sre no move 
found as bachelors or spinsters, 


‘Thore are now more of widow remariages. 
Improved economic condition hes enabled some 
fof tho widowers to marry the widows, In fact 
the changes are more conspicuous In the econo- 
‘mc aspocts of marriage But neither the structural 
nor the orgenizational parts are changed. 


shenges in death rites mong tho 
Dongria Kondhs, the monuary rie (Dasha or 
‘Karia-ki-manama) takes place on the second day 
atte the death, Only the nesrest and closed 
relatives are called upon to observe the rit, To 
rout tho oxpenses involved inthis unfortunate 
incident, the Dongriae clrcumstantally borrow 
money and animals from the Dombs by mort- 
{daging fiult-boaring toes «nd cropped-filds 
Further In a Dongria Kondh family, itis a must 
to call back tho soul of tho dead (Gher Dumbe) 
‘ceromoniously, » yen after doath along with other 
souls (Kondo Dumbes,) Itit is not done thero 
may occur repeated deaths in a family, But to 
‘clebvayo the function, » family é to incur lot of 
‘expenditure. This fo1ce8 some of the families to 
dofor tho spice calling for years topethor and 
ntl this coremony Is observed tho affectad 
families lve in an atmosphixe of fear and anxio 
‘expecting always somo kinds of misdeeds trom 
the underworld 
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Tye Agensy took ua 25 uci cates and 
xtonded funds to. bereaved families to accom- 
Dlish tho rituals. Further, the Agency becsme 
very much liberal jn extending consumpticn loan 
{o those families who immodiaraly. needed 10 
perform such rituale in tina without dele. 


Changos in health condition 


‘The Deng’ia Kondhe Wve in the most 
unhealthy regions and. faco a lot cf dificitios 
With gard to. their health ond senit tion, A, 
humor of d¥0ssoe lk. chicken pox, | lat pal, 
dianhova, cholera, scabies, eve infections und 
‘orher deoases ike gaatic. pain, stomach pain, 
Iwedecho, molavio and. 80.07 61 found emong 
thy Dengia Kondhs. Spocitly they suffer 
‘rom many kinds of fever and chronic dlsooses 
Which are mostly. waior borne. They. ortibute 
disease ae the evil vets. of mal cious spirits and 
‘mapiciane or etfacts of breich of taboos. 


With whe intevontion of Agoncy, ® fo: af 
changes have taken place in tho general health 
‘condition of the Dongvia Kendhs. The Donia 
Kondhs at present cry for medice! ard, mero of 
It fo quinine 2nd for pure drinking water, and 
‘show least courtesy to shamans end divinors, 


‘though the village medicine-man (Dishari) 
still has an important ‘ole to ploy in their 
struggle and vicissitudes cf life. In meny 


villages today, the veecinater finds title resi. 
stance and greater we come ee hundreds of thom 
‘submit to Inoculation agcinst cholera 0° typhoid. 
8 schools have been opened 

8 are the custodians of medicine. 
‘The teachers, who are in divect contact with tho 
People, distibute medicines worth Rs. 160 in 
' month and inform the Agency authority when 
there avo special ‘cases of auffering. —Morcover, 
health guides have boon appointed suitably 
sviecting both from the Dongria Konah and the 
Domb communities with 9 emuneraticn of 
Fa. 60 per_monih each, to distibute medicines 
and to Keop the Agony informed about the 
health condition of the people from time fo tim. 
In-every month two Medical camps are boing 
‘organised in consultation with the doctor of 
local P. H.C, to attond to. tho pationts suffering 
rom various diseases, Tho Hoalth Guides 
inform the public the time and venue of such 
In case of serious ilineas and fot 


{at Biosam-cuttack sind the 
the treatment Is borne by the Agshey. However, 
the co-ordinated efforts of the Hoslth Guides, 


‘Teachers and the Agency staff have achieved 
the necessary goal In this regerd ond. yhelr 
hazardous efforts aver ally praiseworthy. 


Evary Dongris Kondh faces the sificuty 
cof gotting. sats d inking water. Even though 
‘water ja sufficientiy available, in_ some villages, 
{tis very dity and contamiccted. But dus to 
lunavoidoble situtaton they arc forced to use that 
‘wares. Realising the situtton, the Agercy sunk 
wells and <Chves in 67 villages in the Project 


Educational Changes 

Naw-a-days, 8 considerable Dongtia Kondhe 
particuictly tho youngee gonwation aro very 
‘much conscious iegarding educarlon. Under the 
‘education! Sector 38 Forms! Education Contro 
‘and 33 Adult Litstaey Contres have been opened 
up iv the area by the Dongria Kondh Develop- 
mont Agency. Students a@ provided with 
teading and witing matericls. g2 ments, mid-day 
‘moals coe feoding and medicines fr of cost. 
Frea kovosine oil is supplied to the Adult literacy 
centres: School buildings are constructed snd 
‘maintsin.d by the Agency. 


‘Teachers recruited locally are appointsd with 
fan em-lument of Rs. 450 per month each to 
vach students, To tooch in the Adult Liter-cy 
CGontros, the 83mo teachers ar pid an adalionat 
amount of 88. 30 par month e=ch. The 
appointment ct the teachers is subect to 
‘cancellation cfter one yay they do not lon 
‘the wibal language within the sticulated perod. 
(Other than teeching. tho teache s lok afer th> 
heh of ‘the. students, motivat» the parents ‘0 
snd thei: child to the secs, wat pl 
yards of different fomillgs and fook 
Blanton, distibuto medicines and pov.mttve 
Dombs from puchcsing cropp:d-filds ond 
{iuitebearing trees from the Dongris Kondhs. 

Other than the _Non-forms! Edveationsl 
Gunes, thore ale 7 Upper-orimery Sen ole 
functioning in tho ctw. Alow cost oer! 
functioning st Kuri with 40 Bocrdors, of which 
26 10. Songrie Kondhe aod only 4 students 
Delong to the Oumb community, 


Economic Changes 
‘Some of the striking changes noticed in the 

aconomic sphere after the establishment of 

Micto-Proiect ero deso'ibed bob w : 

Dorgria Kondhs in Muniguda and 
Who possies Punge ty:* of land 

mostly have adopted modem agricultural 


‘prectices and have achieved reasonable success 
‘3 eprculturists. The settlement ope tion in 
the yect 1976 hos satled Pengs type of land 
‘under indivieusl roseession as a result of which 
‘about 54 femiles have been benefitted Dy 
‘adorting paddy cultivation at the foot of the 
“These families have been provided with 
‘olough and bullock. The use of hyd seeds 
‘chemical futliess and pesticides in ogriculture 
Je now quite known to them. At present, they 
‘re getting mote yield from the lund by adopting 
‘thete. practices, Frigation is not a problem for 
them, which In assured by the perennial steam 
lowing from the hilltop. 


2 Almost al the bonoficiarios wore supplied 
with new set of agricultural implements to 
up scientific shifting cultivation. 


3. The Dongris Kundhs hive now 
sowing two types of ciops—ihe Kharit ctops 
nd Rabi crops of high Yilding varkties. The 
Kherit crop. fs sown in the beginning of the 
tainy eeason and ig called the ‘Roiny Season 
Crop’ while the Rebi crop is sown when the 
winter starts <nd 1s kcown as the Winter crop’. 
The Kharif crops include, castor, 
mustard, vegetable seods 
cucumber, bttergou:d, soake—gourd, ladies 
finger, green leaves (Palenga and kas0la), etc 


Low—iving ferilized fields are taken up 
at village Radanga end Paciomba in Kedroka 
Mutha, Gunjapedi, Surudipal sne Sclap-Jhota in 
Pusika’ Mutha and Gailangs ond Sakata. in 
Sikoko Mutha for improved variety of peddy 
‘cultivation. 


Tho Rabi crope include—rotsto, Orion, 
cceuli-flower, exbbage, tomate, beet, gazst and 
bean, 


4. In tho horticultural seett, the Dongras 
wore elso supplivd with high yividing varoton cf 
fruit-plarts which include "“quenn vorloty of 
pingepols, Improved valety of Banana such 3°— 
Vusaba! ind Chempd, mango. lichhu, gveve, 
ape, coconmt lacktut, Crum stick and 
eashewit, ginger aid turmaric of bet 
vatietiss ore «160 susplied to. thom for cult 
ation in their soviddons 


itferant crops ond plant 
tion progremmes wore otganized in phest 
‘manner under the ditest supervision of the 
Agricultural Emencion oitficor, Field Assistent, 
Mote and School teacho. Those fficals 
‘constantly keop watch over thate <grcultural end 
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horticultural progremmes by chalking out pro 
‘grammes village-wise, besides pursuing follow- 
Lup mesures. 


‘wagas in the shape of rice, regi, salt and clothes. 


7. For Rabi crops, Channels were prepared 
at tho rate of Rs. 2,009 each 10 inigate cropped 
field by utlizing the stream water. The Dongties 
rendered free and co-operstive labour to make 
‘the scheme a succoss. AS a result of this there 
‘was bumper production of potato and best in 
Woadaka and Takasika Muthas. 


8. To encourage cottage industry two 
families wote sanctioned funds 0 take up 
blacksmithy, four families for carpentry, seven 
families. each for bee-keoping and embroidery 
‘and twenty-tive families for charka-playing. 


9. The problem of indebtedness wes qui 
serious among the Dongria Kondhs. Usually, 
the Dombs wero the main expioitor. The 
Dongriss appeared to have accepted Indabred- = 
‘ngss a8 @ normal and almost inescapable aspect 
existence, 


Indebtedness, commitows were 
ting important leaders in different 
villages to sottie up the contract of loan between 
‘the Dombs and the Dongria Kondhs and suggest 
‘measures. for repayment of the loan to the 
former 


‘They were paid an advance of Rs. 63.000 
by the Agency during the yoar 1983-84 to 
Tiquidete the debt burden of the Dongries. Until 
‘now 400 Dongria families have been freed trom 
the clutches of the Dombs and thelr outstendiog 
Joans have boon ropald and mortgaged articles 
hhavo boon given back to the losnee familion. 
The teachers guide thes» committees. These 
8 have ala taken stops to dasist tho 
Dongrise from taking turther losn fiom the 
Dombs and selling the surplus commodi 
18 to the Dombs. Tho Dombs aro hoodwinked 
‘and takon to task if at alla loan conmact, 16 
known botwoon a Domb and @ Dongria Kondh. 


Other than the repayment of loan the Agency 
‘extends consumption loan to the tune of R&. 500 
‘maximum to an Individual to meet emergent 
necessities. Previously it was interest fre. 
But from the Tet July, 1986, an interest of 4 por 
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‘cent per annum is charged to control exta 
cles in this respect, The loan is realized in tho 
shape of kind whan the surplus commodities are 
urchseed by the Agency. 


Due to repayment of foan end payment of 
‘consumption loan, the indebtedness position of 
the Dongrias is now minimized to a greater 
‘extent. This practically gave a death blow to 
‘the economic trantaction of the Domb and as a 
tesult of this the Dombs of the entire aroa 
‘appealed to the Agency to save them from 
‘economic hardship and degradation, The Agency 
‘allowed the following concessions to the Dombs. 


(2) In cave tho Agency has no funds to 
‘extond loan, 2 Domb can extond loan to a Don 
‘is only with the approval of the Agency and a 
record has to be maintained to that effect. 


(®) The Dombs are given small trading toan 
{or carrying fruit business in the Agency area. 
All the Damb femilies hove been booked under 
ITDA Programme. As per recommendation of 
the PLA, ILT.D.A, about 47 fomllies have 
received treding loan to the tune of Re, 9,000 
in three phases with 33 per. cent subsidy. 


Attor recsiving the amount. the Dombs will 
purensse the commodities directly from the 
Bongriss in the presence of the Agency 
authority. These commodities are 10 be sold to 
‘the Agency first In case the Agency denies, 
the Dombs may sell to the public and the profit 
‘is taken by them. 


To thvow light further onthe present economic 
condition of the Dongries under the changing 
seono, @ case study on Dongria Kondh budget 
Is desciibod bolow. 


Dongria Kondh budget—A case study 

This cose study rolates 10 Wadaka M of 
villoge Knambesi, M aged about 40. yoors Is 
having 7 membots in his family whieh Includes 
‘wife, Ma (35 years), unmaried younger sister, 
(17 years), two sons, P (7 yours) and B 
(6 yeors) and widow siewr, S (45 yours) and 
the daughter of the widow, Pu (7 years). 


IM said that primarily the derives income from 
two Sources such as horticulture and shitting 
cultivation, 


Ho has his swiddens located in threo hills, 
122 of these hills from the village and 
‘of swiddens undo his possession. in 
fetch of the fils is given in table 1 


TABLE 1 
Location of swidden 


Name of the Distance from Approximate 
‘it ‘the village area in 
Khembesi acr0s, 
in Kms, 
Wadanga 2 
Malanda =. 1 
Goda gar 2 


Although ho possesses about 8 acres of 
‘swidden land, but in the year 1986 he took up 
Cultivation in'2 actos of land located in Melanda 
hil, 


‘The crops grown and the quantity of seeds 
‘sown and the yield of each crop is given in 
table 2. 

TABLE 2 
‘Crops grown with tho quantity of seeds sown 
‘and yield of each crop 


Namo of tho 
crop ‘10 in 
In Ko, Kgu/Nos. 
4. Kosala ‘ 6 300 
2. Mandi me 6 180 
3, Jana 3 60 
4, Kangu 3 60 
5. Ghantia 1s 60 
6. Jt a 75 
7. Kandula 3 150 
8, Jhudunga a 18 
9. Kating ‘ 3a 100 
2 
025 
12. Boitalu 
18. Kakudi 
14, Baila 1 
45, Dhan maricha O58 


Expenditure on shifting Cultivation 

IM said that the works connected. with shitting 
‘cutvation is v-y arduous and labour intensive. 
‘Therefore, most of the works are done though 
co-operative labour (Punda Buti). Bosides, 
‘engaging himself and his family members, he 
‘employed 12 persons for one day for cutting trees 
nd clearing bushes, 12 persons for one day for 
hoving, 12 persons for three days for the first 
and 2nd weoding, 12 persons for one day for 
harvesting and 12 pe'sons one day for threshing. 
tiga practice among them that tho workers 
who are employed are provided food for thelr 
Tebour besides Rs, 5 per day 


he amount of labour invested 
‘with its mony value for all types. of work con- 
nocted with shifting cultivation, 


TABLE 3 
‘Amount of Labour invested with money value 
[Nature of work No, of mandays. Money value 


‘employed In Rs, 
——. 
‘Own Co-operative 
labour 
Forest clearing 20 12 129 
& do-bushing 
Cutting-of stu- 20 o 100 
‘ps and fencing 
‘and 40 2 229 
24 36 207 
Harvesting and 90 24 208 
Threshing peek 
Total Rs, 87300, 


‘Tho price of difforant types of seeds own In 
shifting cultivation is given in table. 
TABLE 4 
‘Amount of sneds sown with money value 


Name of the crop Quantity of Money value 

‘seeds sown in Rs, 
3) 

6 720 

6 900 

3 270 

3 450 

15 210 

3 190 


[Name of the crop Quantity of | Mony value 
seeds sown in Rs. 
(Ko) 
Kanduta me eh 1200 
dhudinge 8. 078 
Kating oe Oe: 300 
Nangal Kange.. 30 2000 
Maka + 025 200 
Boitlu 2 
Kokudi 1 
bo i 1 1 
Dhana Marcha. 05 a 
Total Re. 95°75 


‘The expenditure on shifting cultivation which 
M hes to incued Is (Rs, 873-+Rs. 9575) 
Rs. 968-75. 


‘The money value of the Yield of different rops 
‘es shown in Table5 gives the income from 
shifting cultivation. 


TABLES 


Money value of the crops produced in shitting 
‘eutivation 


Name of the Yield in Kg. Mony value in 
Crops Rs. 
Kosala + 300 300 
Manda «180 25 
Jano © “5 
Kangu - 80 6 
Ghana... a 
Jada sy 38. 33760 
Kondula =. 180 600 
Jhudungs 78. 168 
ating 100 200 
Nangala kerida 200 nos, 200 


Name of the Yield In Kg: Mony value 
in Re. 
300 20 
100 nos. 100 
300 103, 2 
4 90 
10 60 
Total ‘ is 205260 


‘The money value of the crops grown in 
siting cultivation shows thet M got man income 
fof Rs, 2,652'50 from two acres of land against an 
Jovestment of Re, 96875. This means that ho 
‘90t a good crop that year which enabled him 
to earn 2 profit of Rs. 1,68375 peise. 


(M has two orchards, one located at Udadarka 
hill and the other at Gadegeda hil, Besides, he 
‘maintains @ kitchon garden, Tho crea of tho 
‘orchards and the type of crops grown in these 
‘orchards hat been given in Table 6, 


TABLE 6 
Location of the orchards 
‘Area under Type of, 
Name of the hills plantation horticultural 
in acres crops grown 
Udedska ws 


Gedagads =.= Banana, Turmeric, 
Guava, Lemon, 
‘Mango. 

Kitchen garden .. 05 —-Benant, Or ange, 
chu, Pineeppe. 


‘The horticultural plants which he has grown 
In both kitchen greden and otchards are pine 
aplpe, banana, orange, turmeric, jack-tuit, mon, 
‘mango. etc. M said thet before the inception 
‘of D.KD.A. he hod only small orchards with 
fow fruit bearing threes, But after getting 
fssistance from the Agency he could able to 
‘expand the araa under horticultural plantation by 
planting more and more improved quality 
plants: He feels that in comparison to. shifting 
‘cltivation the Iabour requirement in horticultural 
crops is less. Nevertheless, it requires. requiring 
‘expenditure for maintenance. 


‘The amount of expenditure involved for 
maintenance and other works in connection 
‘with horticukweal cops as told by him is given 
In table 7. 


Tasle7 
Expenditure on horticulture 
Name ofthe Items of work Amount 
it ‘spant 
Rs, 
Udadak ——-Wending operation of 
turmeric, new fencing 
‘and repair of old fence, 
Digging of pit and 
plantation of new 
plants, Harvesting. 650 
Gadagads Ditto 500 
kitchen garden ito 50 
Total o 1200 


‘To expand the stea under horticulture he got 


‘an amount of Rs, 1.500 in the yeer 1963-04 
(Rs. 1,100 for pinearple and Rs. 400 for Banana 
plantation) and Rs. 400 for Banens plantation 


‘The amount 

horticulture is given below in table 8. 
TABLE 8 

Income from Horticulture 


[Name of the Name of the crop Amount of 
‘il ‘annual 
income in 
Rs. 
Udadaka-. Pine applo 700 
Banana 1,009 
Turmeric 4000 
Orange (O'4) 400 
ocketruit 1,000 
Godogade Banana 400 
Kitchan graden Banana 100 
‘Total 7.800700 


‘The total income of wadaka M is Rs. 10.2520 
‘of which horticuture has a major share 
per cent. 


Expenditure -— 

1M told that since he is having a large family, 
the major portion of his income is spent on food. 
‘The annual requiroment of eoreals for his family 
‘8 told by him is givan below. 


Kosala + 300 Ka. 
Pool 400 Ko. 
Jana, Ghentia, Kangy 190 Ko. 
Rice 250 Ko. 


Besides those, he has to spand some money 
{or the purchase of salt, vegetables, cooking oil, 
chill, onion, dry fish, tobacco, sugar, molasses 


fad tea-dust, ote. His onnual expenditure on 
Sitferen toms has been given below 
TABLE 9 
Annual Expenditure 
trams of expenditure ‘Amount spat 
Food and drink + 390000 
Religious expences +. 200000 
Shitting cultvetion and horicu- 2.16875 
ture, 
Clothing 400°00 
Purchase of durable household 360-00 
ticles, 
Entersioment of guests and visit — 22500 
1 relatives’ house. 
House thatching and repsiring 18000 
Modicine 92500 
Others 23000 
Total + 9,70875 


‘The annual expenditure of M is. Ré, 9,76875 
which indicates that he has a surplus amount of 
Rs, 48375. The expenditure on firt threo Items 
token togother constitute 82 por cont of the tote! 


‘of 74 expenditure and the rest 18 percent is distributed 


‘other different items. 


‘The facts which emerge out from ths case 
study show that shitting culation which was 
‘once considered 0 be th? primary source of 
income has ro. given way 19 horiculume. As 
‘evident in this e389, about 74 per cent of the 
Total Income is derived. trom horticulture. At 
‘present, shifting cultivation has become Un~ 
Productive and less profitable, Moreove,, the 
‘situation has roaches such a stage that the "cost 
‘of input is thveatoning 10 supas the cost of 
Output, This fact hus been reclisnd by the 
Dongtia Kondhs to some extent, as such, many 
pod ravoged ress ere now brought under 
Noricultual plantation with assistance ftom 
DKDA 


‘Thu budget also reflects some noticeable 
changes which have coms about in respect of 
ttair dietary haba and other aspacts of material 
cultwe. Rico, wich was once used os 
‘ceremonial food, has occupied « significant place 
in thee daily dict. Since. shifting cultivation 
hae falided to provide them with theit required 
‘quatity of corecis, toe people have been, under 
‘tho circunistancas, fo.ced :0 change their dlecary 
habit by taking rice uring the deficit months, 
‘With cash in hand 2ained ftom horticulture, they 
could now easily atford to purchase rice either 
{rom focal woekly market or from the fair price 
shop locited at Bissameuttck. Besides ce, 
fther new items such as wheat, dal, onion 
‘edibio olf, tea, sug-r and molasses ott., have 
found thle place in Congria Kondh diet. 


Some other things which emerge out of 
this case study raveal that 2 substentat 
‘amount has ben spant oa clothings and 
for celebration of religious its. While’ giving, 
‘clarification to this effect M said that the 
expenditure on clathings 1s Wile high Because 
he as purchased some woolen dresses. and 
shawals for his family during 1% teat winter, 
Regarding the religious oxpensos he aaid thet 
certain important gious rights such a8 Moriah 
Parad, calling ol ‘Dumbe’ (doad ancestors) which 
‘were unusally deter ed previously due to want of 
money ae now celebrated at he right time 
wethout any celey. These clealy indiecte that 
‘their stendord of living is gradually increasing. 


‘Above cil tho income and expenditure pettern 
fs rovesled fr m this cass study show that the 
budget i¢ mote ot ‘se 9 bolonced one with 9 
‘eaconcble surplus. This budget which not only 
Indicates about the economic self-suffisiensy and 
cdvancement of M. Wodoka but also of many 
Dongvia Kondhs, win, infact, have got themsolves 
eed ftom the clutehes of local Dombs trom 
perpetual debt. They no longer sell thir hort. 
‘cultural produce to the Dombs, rather they soll 
‘these in the focal market or in the Co-operative 
‘Society 


Now. the time has come for th» panic suickon 
DDombs to reconsider theit occupations strategy. 
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Madhuca Latifolia (Rexb) Macbr, (Mahua)— 


A tree of Socio-Economic importance 


Introduction 


Four species of Genus Madhuca, belonging 10 
family sepotaceae aro reported to occur tough 
fut India (Anonymous, 1981) end are known 
for their economic. utility, perticuletly for native 
People, 


‘One of the common wee species Madhuce 
‘atiola, locally known as Mahue o Mohwa is 
‘associated with culture, socio-economic condi- 
tions and every day neces of various tribe! 
societies in Orissa and Bihar, uo to its 


‘multipurpose usage among the tibal communities 
‘nd. its key role in improving economy of the 


Some aspects on ethnobotany of Mahus wes 
‘ecorded from tibol pocksts of Oriss: and Bibar 
‘are discussed in this communication with = 
‘iow to consorve it for tho benefit of local tbat 
Societies. 


Distribution : 

eis largely distibuted in tho peninsuler region 
Of India, The range of d stibution extends from 
‘Western Ghat, Vindhyanchal to Eastern Ghats. 
et ig common in cental India, Deccan wap, 
Orissa and Bihar (Anonymous, 1981). It was 
collected as one of the common associates. of 
Sal in topical dey deciduous fo:eets of Orissa 
‘and Bihar between 200 m. MSL. to 1000 m. 
MSL, 
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to tribals of South-Eastern In: 


R. D, GIRACH 
and 
AMINUDDIN 


Flo of Mahua in Tibat Life 

‘Tribels of various ethnic grup dominsty thie 
hil region, whove they loapely practise shifting 
culthation. Their income from culdvable. fond 

hardly sufficient for 4—g months. They have 
to depend on collection of minor forest produce 
Inclodiog wild edible plants’ to sugment thet 
requirement of #rod and supplement their source 
of income. 


‘Mahua 's ono of tho important plant sourcor 
‘end breed winnivg 00 for local tribals. at Joost 
for three months in 2 year 


Madce latifolia (Rex>) Macy. —Mahue 
bbogins to bea! flowers snd trite at the aga of 
}—10 yoars end continvect tw do &0 for about 
60 years (Anonymous, 1981). Flowering 
‘begins ct the end of Febiuuy or first week ot 
‘March. Women and childien belonging 0 vibal 
Communities. start collecting flowers of Mehva 
‘ree found in the'y suroundings. Ground stound 
Mabua tice is clesned with a broom prepsend 
{cm locally cvallsble died plant, Sica yhombifolia 
(Bajramutl) betore collection stats, Flowe's 210 
Stopped by vigorous shaking “of tho branch. 
‘As s00n they fell on the ground thoy are 
collected and k:pt in the backers of vaiving size 
nd shape. Cillection process goes on for 
168 hours @ dey, til the end of ADH Alter 
collection they ere spread in the outer verandh, 
In the open, under shade for dr¥ing. They 
‘shiek in size nd turn reddish-brown in. colour 
efter dying. 


Local uses of Flowers— 

1. The Kondh, Gond and Koya tribes of Orissa 
{and the Santal_and Ho communities of Bihar 
Luge freshly collected or dried flowors for edible 
PPrpoce.  Flowore aro either eaton raw oF cooked 
28 vogatable, 


2, Diied flowers ero stored In a coo! place 
‘and used as vegetable during the period of 
‘scarcity by the Kondh of phonksnal 

3. Both mon and women folk of nibst 
communitios aro habitual dnkers,aftor a day's 
hard woik or due to ardship in mountain li, 


they drink liquor prepared from distilation of 
Matua tlowors 
motor 


and other _indigonous. plant 
In Koraput and Ohonkandl, fl 


dried flowers oro sold. in. the 
wookly markets of wibal dominated villages at 
‘tho fate of 26 paiso per dona, (leat-cup). 

4, Diled flowers 
‘woight basis in Malaygi area of Ohenkanal 
‘Notivo tribals of this area ore said to consume 
‘alt with ov at the time of non-avalabiity 
of vegetable, 


5. Flowers of rich soutee of sugar, vitamins, 
Cclclum, phosphorus, Iron, magneslum, coppor 
(Anonymous, 1981) and ttucrida (Anonymous, 
1987). _Flowore aro cooling, domulcent, expecto- 
rant, tonio, nutitive and stimulant. Mothanotic 
‘oxtacts of flowers. possoss antibacterial ectviy 
(Anonymous, 1987). 


Fruit 

it ripes In May-June, 
000 88 thoy fall from the troe er are. cropped 
‘on tho ground by shaking of ite bronches. 


Local usos 

4. Unripe fuits aro eaten raw or cocked as 
‘vogste be by focal tibes at Ustonal in Dhenkanel 
district and Athgorh in Cuttack district, 

2. Fruits aro algo rolishod by wild animele, 
like Monkey end Boor, 
Sood 

Seode aro seperated fiom tho frit which is 
‘one of the important source of oil 
Seed oll 

il Is obtained fiom the sovds by indigenous 
method through husking lover (Ohent/) inthe 
tial aress_surveyod. Tho Yold of soed oll is 
vory low. Fresh oll is yollow in colour, 


used s@ non-conventional 
ng purpose by the wibals of 
Dhenkanel, Kalahendi and Cuttack districts of 
Orissa and Hazerlbagh of Bihar. Seed oil Is 
known 9s Tulo! by looat tribe in Athgerh fovest 
tress. Though seed oil 's used for edibie/ 
cooking purpose since long, 0 side sltects 
‘Woro reported by the tibes consuming, 

2, Oils roported to be used o8 adultorent 
for oheo, in manufacturing lubrceting grvase, 
1 omolliont In skin lecases and lexetive. for 
piles and constipation (Anonymous, 198!) 


Mahua cake 


es used as menure and animal feed by the 
Jocal tribes in Singbhum aud Hazaribagh dlatlcts 
of Bihar. Thor Is eontravesial ropart”regerding 
{tp use es animal feed, According to. Anonymous 
(1981), ponin renders the cake 

38 animet feed, when Anonymous 
Feported that introduction of scod 
eke inthe diet of lectating bulfaloos did not 
produce any il effect on the gonoral health of 
‘the experimental animals, 


Timber 


Wood is used In manufacture 0f Dhenki, tho 
husking lover by focal tribes and for agricultural 
Iimploments, 


Twigs 
Twigs of tho toe are employed ae tooth 
brush by ‘wibols, of Singbhum. and! Hazaribagh 


districts of Bihar’ and the Kondh of Dhenkonol 
‘and Kalahondi diaticts of Orissa In ordor to 
‘strengthen guns, : 


‘Stomberk 


4. Stembark docoction Is employed to cure 
‘mouth uloor by the Kondh of Phulbani district 
of Oraea, 


2. Powdered stomberk 13 applied on tolls in 
Kankadahod ares of Chonkendl 
‘Stombeik is jepored to contain 17 per cont 


‘Tannin (Anonymous, 1981). Tannin exhibite 
‘astringent and cooling propertios thus suggosting 
onuinety of its use a= tooth brush snd cure for 
tlcer/boils. 


Lost 


Loaf paste is sppliod in scabies by the Kondh 
Of Dhonkanal. Leaf extact Is reported to have. 
‘anti-bacterial activity (Anonymous, 1987). 


Latex 

1. Milky sap of the plant is employed in tooth 
‘ache by the Kondh of Gajspads ares of Athgatt 
forost division, 


2, Latex is eppliod on snake bite by the vitals 
‘of Khariar area of Kalahandi. 


‘Tribals living in Orissa end Bihar have deve- 
oped 2 deop sonse of sttachmant with certain 
‘toes, lke Saf, Mehue and Kendy groven in thsit 
surroundings. Those treos are of graat economic 
Importance to them, They satisty their dally 

, medicine, sheltor etc. from 


‘Since Mohua tro0 Is one of the most important 
soureae of their livelihood, they invariably spare 
‘this trea from cutting. when they clear up a 
‘rosh patch of hil slope for shifting cultivation 
(Achary, 1989). Similary ving trees are never 
{olted by tho Kol tibal community (Haines, 1978). 
‘Mahua is also regarded os a holy and sacred 
plant by 9 number of tibes of Orissa, namely, 
Kendh, Koya, Bondo end Gond, 


According to Gupta (1981), the plant hos 
{ound a plaze in the socio-rligious coremonis 
connected with marriage among the Munda tibs 
fof Bihar. He has recorded a folk song giving 


"Do not, O my parents | Givo 
8 county where there are no. 
‘Mahuo and Sal troce—Nevorthles it s in such a 
‘county that we have decided to. marry theo” 


‘CONCLUSION 

‘Mahue is ona important forest produce for the 
native wibes. Mohue toe with its multipurpose: 
Usage among various ethnic groups has acquired 
1 sacred place in their mind. 


nan attempt 10 grow te0s, like Eucalyptus, 
‘Tesk and Rubber during afforestation cempaign 
farge umbe: of natural spectes and those having 
‘Sense of attachment by the tribals arolost sight of. 
lttoduction of Teak in place of Mafue end Sal 
by the Biher forest department, in Singbhum 
datict was strongly opposed. by the tibal 
community (Acharya, 1969). 


Core should be token while planning afforot 
introduction of new 


Confidence before removing plants, like Mohue 
‘which continues to play very important role 
Inthe culture and soclo-ecomomic eof tribal 
communities since time immemor 
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Customary Law and Justice : 


A case study among Santals of Balasore district 


Introduction 

[No society whether. simple or complex is 
lawless, in the forme: itis unwritten and lacks 
documentation, whoreas in the latter itis writton- 
{In the simple, preliterate or pre-industrial socieies 
{aw [is manifested through social customs, norms, 
‘sanctions, taboos oF negative sunetions and they 
‘are backed by physical force, In other words 
‘they have enforceability and the customary law 
Js by nature and spirit obigatory, 


According to Stephon Fuchs, “Primitive law 
is more 0108s identical with ethical norms and 
public opinion”, The ethical precepts and norms 
‘10 handod down from generation to generation 
‘not only through initiation, but also by an 
Informal and occasional education by tho elderly 
‘mombors of the tribe. But the observance or 
Primitive law and custom Is onforced most 
‘offectivaly by the pressure of public opinion as 
eis mostly based on kinship bond. Further 
‘more the remarkable faithful observance of the 
‘tribal law la the feeling of inter-dooendence and, 
‘mutual obligation aniong the members of 3 
partioular tribe, 


Customary low rofors to rules that are trans 
mitted from generation to generation through 
social inheritance. Ina close-knit simple or 
tribal society, the people thomsolves want to 
live according to customs backed by social 
‘sanctions to save them ftom objections and 
redicule of the sociaty and they donot have to 
1es0"t fo the original thinking on every tspect. 
‘Customary law acts as @ means of informal social 
Control as it includes those methods developed 
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bby themselves according 10 the needs of the 
society and these are more, traditions and customs. 
‘The social contol js effected by awarding the 
‘obedient and punishing the disobedient or 
rmiscreant 


‘The wibsl societies ore governed by their 
‘customary laws which ar framed by taking into 
consideration their societal values, ethos, 
‘customs, norme snd belief systems. All aspocts: 
‘of ther ie are governed by these laws. Those 
‘0t of rules which varies from tibe to tbe at 
rmointained and transmitted fiom generation to 
‘genacation mostly by oral tradition. Among the 
large tribal communities, such as the Kondh, the 
‘Score, the Gond the sub-divisions are many, and 
‘these sub-divisions Im course of time ‘havo 
‘became separate indigenous and culturally 
distinctive grours. AS such there is marked 
difference in the customary ‘mong those 
‘sub-diviions. 


‘Tho present paper is the outcome of fiold 
study undertaken among the Santals in Nilgii 
‘look of Bslasore district duting 1988-89. 


Techniques of data Collection 

Besides case studies, the data were collected 
{10m the field by moore of stuctured schedules 
‘and group discuseions. 


The study village 

‘The village Pattam sahi which comes under 
Nilgii block of Balasore distict is situated et a 
distance of 44 Kms. from  distict headquarters, 
‘The village is named attr the late Pattam Majhi 


who was considered to be the oldest inhabitant wes appolated as the Chowkidar by the then 
‘and founder of tho village. During his days he king of Nilgiri 


‘The age-tex break up of the Santal Population in the village is given below: 


TABLE 1 


Age-sex break up of the populstion 


Sk Age-group Populetion Peicontoge to 
Fea Total population 
No. Melo Female ‘Total 
o  @ ® “ 6) © 
1 ote 4 2B 82 3828 
2 15-20 18 2 45 27 
3 40—89 26 1) 38 2348 
4 e+ 10 7 7 1049 
Tots a7 6 162 10000 


‘The above table reveals thet the total Santal 
population of the village is 162 and hore the 
‘males out-number the females. The distribution 
(of population in different age-groups. shows that 
the age-group of (0—14) records the highest 
porcentage (3228 per cent), whereas the 
‘age-group of (60-+) the lowest percentage 
(10°49 per cont 


Primitive law is more or loss based on 
‘motel and ethical norms (Fuchs, 41). This 
definition holds good for al the tribal communities 
Including the Saneals of the study village. Among, 
‘tha Santals there ie @ corporate body of logal 
Inatitution based on their customs and Wecitions. 
‘Through this institution the customary laws of, 
the society are enforced among the members. 
‘The rigid ‘social customs, norms, valves, ethow 
‘and taboos are. considered. to be very essontiat 
Cechesive factors for maintaining # heslthy socity, 
‘ond violation of any of these BY any person is 
‘considered offensive by the scclety. Apart fiom 
the soclal laws the postive and negative sanctions 
‘enforee certain check on an individual for 
‘committing any mistake oF crime besides playing 
'2 vital role In strengthening the solidarity of the 
‘community life. In other words, sanction is 2 
‘social force which brings ot impels 2 person to 
behave in conformity with the rule recogn’zed 
by the society. 
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Positive sanction isthe observance cf sociel 
standsrds which is approved by the society, The 
Individual is held in tespect ard thereby hie 
position is secured in the society. 


[Negative sanction ig the non-obsorvanco of 
social standards. The person who violates the 
code is punished. The negative sanction hes 
‘two aspects, such 28, unorgenized and organized. 
While the former means punishment by itself 
caused due to break of any taboo, the lator 
refers to oath, ordes! and tia 


Social Taboos 


‘They hove cenain taboos, the breach of which 
lads to punishment. These | 


1 


‘8 woman gets upon a thetch 
2. If woman ongoges in ploughing 
2. Ia women sprinkles water on his older 


‘sistr-in-aw after the end of flower fostival 
fr on her husband's elder brother 


4, Any unusual behaviour with other low 
‘caste people, 


In ease of violation of any of such taboos the 
offender has to undergo various types of ritual 
‘pt ifications. In the above mentioned cases, the 
‘women hs to go through religious exriration BY 


taking bol¥ weter (water is made holy by dipping 
tls leat mixed with cow-duna), Then she 's 0 
lie prostreted betove the Jahcs Era and Merang 
Biru, thelr villge ceties, and promise before 
thim nct 10 repeat th s mistake in future, 


ln other cass, 1a man hes taken food. from 
‘any other lower ccste people end wants 10 get 
imssif purified, Re has to go. to. the 
alghat (bsthing ghat) whore & Santel berber 
shaves him on receipt of cash. Then. he 
takes a puiificatory beth in the river. 


‘sccompaniod him fix 2 twig of Pipal wee 
fon tye mud noar ths bank. After this while the 
‘man cones out of water with the barby, the 
villagers shout herib0/ thre. Thea the palms of 
the offende: ia ted in soven, fold by means of & 
‘log with the planted wig. The berber sprink 
sles holy water on the body of the deliquent for 
‘the suc9Rd time amidst another shout of honibol 
‘Thon tho otfender is set free By unfolding the 
‘knots and oskad to’ nat @ brass cola clang with 
4 pinch of cow-dung: and. some. tulstleaves. 
allowing this, he is esccrted to the village 
when the vilage deti(s sie coromonially wor- 
‘hipped. Alter this. the, offender is re-admittod 
to tho society dnd_he arranges a feast for the 
head atid widoe#’on this occasion 


“Mattioge 


‘Fre, maviaga, in, sheitys2ciery is pestormed 
in accaydence, with the, set, of rules tramed for 
that. purpose, They, nerla;m) village ..ond clan 
agomy.., Matioge.. between, lethoritrlaw 
1d; daughter-in-law, husband's elder 
brother. and, younger biothurs . wile. for 
bidders: Thste> f 9 beliet aroong the. Santels 
‘that maxryiag within one’s, own. clan, and own 
blood relatives, buiegs supematu'al angce on those 
ersor# who ote engoged in. such. contrac, ut 
‘mately loading to, the, extinction ot the, tem. 
When thore is any ocp-ehension of occurence: 
cof such typo of ilesite union thoy vty to enforce 
(check thtough peceustion. A spite ofthis such 
‘martiages occur. the offende's. are. punished by 
‘the, inerwillage Council, In cose the vilsg® 
Council fats 10. arive at. any decision in tis 
regard tho matter is refonedto Pargana Panchyat. 
the intor-villags Council. As pe: the decision of 
the inter-village Co.neil the couple. is separated 
from one snathet by giving @ anal feact, each 
cesnbibuting 2 00% of riea beet, 2. Hens.and one 
‘oat. In-¢ase, they. disobey the decision of the 
Council the offenders re excommunicated or 


a 


fostacised from the village and siciiy. This is 
called Bitleho, 


‘The payment of bride-price (Gorang Teka) is 
‘compulsory in thoit society which includes 2 
‘calves, 1 pcit of Bullock, 1 pig and 3 sarees and 
‘cash varying from Rs. 3 10 Rs. £0. depending 
‘upon the economic condition of the household, 
1 the beide-prce is not paid within the stipuloted 
‘date and time the case is referied to. the village 
re} ayct and generally double the amount of 
‘actual bride-price is paid after” which moriage is 
‘solemnized. 


In case ot breeking of negotiation 
fixation of msringo date, the party responsible 
{or auch act lable to return back the articles 
tecelved by the other pany. 


Wicit telationship with any consangui- 
‘oval relations is stiongly dealt with and persons 
Inwolv'd in such vet are not only purtied but also 
‘re heavily fined, both in. cash and kind. The 
‘amount cf fine paid in cash vatios from” Re. 60- 
to Rs. 60 besides some heads of pi 
‘and some quantity of rice beer 


society, Whoever commits adulery is fined ot 
least Rs, 60 besides: 2 botlen of ro beer, one 
pig, one hen and some cash, An outsider Invo 
ved in such act, is kiled instantly whion cought, 
[But if hoe iving tn tha villaga 8 20 Jnmata, bis 
‘cave fs deait with in similar menner as would 
Ihave ovo done for any monber of the tibe, 
‘The perso9, who, js. jovolved ip rape is fined 

swith R60 in addition 10, one hon f0°_ sacico, 
2 pots africa boar and Is cekd 6 marty 6 itl 
‘after payment of required bride price. 

if 8 petdon is found haviog ™préomsrital 
relationship with a gil, he 1s” asked to” marry 
the Qi Besides, ho hai to pay’ cash fine 
‘Varying toes As. 60 ta Rs. 100" slong) with "oho: 
ig ans ono tn) Fuither, the. Ynaridd “couple 
if belongs to th» same clan may be eetracishd 

A tow cose-studise'fetatitg to diferént! ype 
of cis ate eed below: 

‘Court—Taditional Panchayet (JarWa) 
Dato—Fobruary. 1980 
Portise—(1) 8. Hembrum 
Ws, 
(2) A.B. Mai, wile of D: Maj 


8. Hombrum was in ilicit rlstionship with 
‘A.B, Mejni, w/o D. Majhi in the absence of 
her ‘husband. Both of thom were cought 
ted-handed. Tho Jerwa fined 8. Hembam 
‘with Rs. 60, 2 pots of rico bee, 2 pauti of 
tice and hen, 

Charge—Rape 

Court—Pergana 

Place of occurence—Botisshi 

Date—January, 1982 
Partios—(1) R. Kisku, (25) of Batis yi 

vs, 
(2) M, (20) of Botisahi 


RR. Kisku of Botsahi caught hold of M. inthe 
nearby forest and raped her. On recsipt of the 
Complaint the Jarwa passed orders to R. Kisku. 
to many M,, and it was not obeyed by A. Kiski 
Then It was refertod to Parcana (ingorviloge 
Council). Pargansit (Head) fined R. Kisku 
with Re. 60.2 hens for sacifico and 3 pots of 
ree bees 


CChargo—Pre-marital sox eetionship 
CCourt—Jerwa (Village Counc) 
Place of occuronce—Jembuni 
Date of occurrance—1983 


Parios—(1) C. Soren (28) of Jambani 
ws, 
(2) Fathorof D. Hansds (22) of Jombant. 


C. Soren fll in love with D. Hansda_ and had 
cit relationship with her in hor house.  Fathor 
‘etd. Hansda comolained before Majhislam on 
Feoolgt of complain from her daughter. Jawa 
passed orders to C. Soren to accept the git 
paving Rs, 70, one pig. one hen, 30. pots 
Flee beet (handia) as Dride-price (gonor) to 
father-in-law and Rs. 40 a8 fine, 
fof social custom. That gid was 
by C. Soren. 
Lege! Status of Women 

Wa married man has no child, he con merry 
‘2 second one, Bride price has to be paid in both 
‘tha cases. 

Ws man has more than one wife, they inherit 
the property equally. 

‘The daughter has no share in her fothers 
property, provided there is male child. 


tor 
also 


In case of death of te hunaand, 
widow inherits everything, if har fusdind was 
living seperately, Bur incase of joint living, 
‘the widow is given maintenance only, 


Divorce 

‘A husband may civorce his wife In the 
‘grounds of barenness, <dultey, dessertion cr 
failure to fulfil the promises of marriage. 
‘Awoman may also break the wedlock, due to 
‘cotain behaviour of her husband, like dessertion 
fuslty, or flagrant il usage or non-suppor. 
‘Adivorced woman is secepted in her parental clan 
if she remaries snother man, the perspective 
husband will have 0 give the bride-prce to the 
‘previous husband es compensation, 


A case study is givon below : 
‘Case Study No. 1 
Charge—Divorce 
Court—Jarwa (Village Council oF 
Place of occutronce—Botisshi 
Date of occurrence—1982 
Portion—(1) M, Kisku (22) of Botisahi 
%s 
(2) 8. Kisku (20) of Botisahi 


yachayet) 


B. Kisku having ict relationship with M. 
‘of Botisahi, went to his house and steyed. with 
him for one year. When she became the mothor 
‘of child, a joint meeting of the villagers snd 
‘Whe Panchayat (Jarwa) was called for. Tho 
bride-price was fixod and their marriage wae 
tegularisnd. After some days M. again fell 
Jn love with another girl of Khuntadia. On 
receipt of complaint from 8. Kisku Majhialam 
{headman in consultetion with the members of 
the Panchayat fired M. Kisku with Rs. 60 and 
further warmed them for excommunication in 


Law of Inheritance 

‘When a man dies leaving ehind his sons and 
widow. the propery is divided equally among 
the sons, In the partition of property tho person 
‘or the son who keops the widow, gets one moro 
hare for hor msintenance and generally it ie the 
uty of the ‘eldest eon. A roagoneble portion 
fof the property of deceased is given to the 
‘widow, if she wants to lve seperately. The 
property is only divided after the death of the 
father. A men having the second wife, who he 


boon socially sccepted, then her childron also. 
{get share et par with the childron of the frst 
Wife. If 2 man dies without any iesuo then the 
property goes to the same olan members. who 
were close: to that deceased mam In case of 
tho remariage of the widow, the proporty of 
the doceesed romains with his brothers. ia 
widower gete married, then tho children of both 
‘wives got equal share, 


The eldest son suppons hie old and” invalid 
Peronts, In €a86 a person does not suppor, 
thon ho is outeasted and same willing party 
has 19 maintain the old porents. 


{nthe domain of partition and inheritence, 
‘tho researcher bas found that sons shaio equally, 
‘tho daughter auccceds whon thoro isn son te 
the ian who dod, 


Conclusion 

Although the Santals_of Nilagii Block have 
‘no legal institution, thore aro social mechanisms 
Which sorve the same function as legal institution 
in civilised eociety. 


‘The laws and enforcomont of justice of the 

tribe is relatively lass crystaleed end modernised 

‘The leaders dealing with this stick to old idoes, 

values ond socis! norms and operate in. tiadic 
a social structure, 


‘Tho society ie based on custome and traditions 
‘oF on custoinary law, The biethern carry on 
‘cording to customs and obey i to avoid 
tidlcule end emoracomont, 


Note:The researcher has used peeduanames in 
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Role of Trade Unions in Mineral Sector of Tribal Sub-Pia» 


region of Rajasthan. 


Abetract 

‘The Tribal Sub-plan (TSP) Region of 
‘Rajasthan ia endowed with ich mineral wealth 
‘which is exoioited in diferent districts of this 
Togion confibuting substantial sale value and 
imine:ct revenue. The mineral exotoitation 
Ectivities ond number of estabiishment of mineral 
paced Industries are Increasing day by day in 
TTSP region but the role of tede unions Is 
negligible. This has resulted in exploitation of 
tribel workers. 


Privetely owned minaral units axe not st. lf 
‘encouraging fot the formation of trade unions 
fand eonsequeniy thay sre not bothered bout 
fooitimate rights of tibals provided undor verious 
Tabour wolfre acts. Tribals are also. not swere 
fof euch Benefits. On the othe: hand, Govers- 
tment owned mineral units encourege trade 
tunions thereby protecting the fogal rights of 
tvibele, Theia.i@ song need to davelop the 
trinoral sector Into an organised sector. Such @ 
‘move has the potentiality to protect exploitation 
Of tebals and to make them more responsiole 
towards tholr duties, 
Introduction 

‘Tho Iargest concentration of ‘wibal peorl® 
any whore in the world, except in Africa, is in 
India. Around one thi-d of ‘tribal population, of 
India is. concentrated in tha western belt 
constituting ports of Gujerat,  Meharestra, 
Rojasthen, Dadra and Noger Haveli and Goa, 
Daman end Diou. 

The Tribal Sub-plan (TSP) Region of 
RRojasthan is having 2 population of 2554 lakhs 
living in 4483 villages. Out of this, the tibsl 


PRERANA VAISH 


population is 1642 lakhs. Tho TSP Region 
Covers districts of Banewara, Dungarpur and 
pats of Udsipur, Sirohi and Chittorgarh. 


‘of minerals, ike lead ore, zinc of, silver ore, 
coapetone, reek-phosphata, exbestos, limestone, 
Trarble snd building stone in this region. The 
aio value recelved from these minerals ie clso 
‘ubstamist and is increasing yer by you 


Minecat development ectivities in TSP region 
In gradually Increasing, bst unfortunately the role 
‘Sr edo unions in ths mineral eactor is negligible, 
‘The socist customs, hsbls, local environment and 
fiving pettems of tribals ot this. region 0 
not conducive 4 the formation of trade union 
‘rganisotions, This has reeulted in tho exploit 
tion of tibal workers. 


what ia. Trade Union 7 

“The trade union i tho most important element 
uy of businese, which is mainly 
tosponsibiefor emooth production, bringing about 
bparmony in industish relations and in improving 
the working conditions of the labour. It is 
‘goneally agroed that healthy end effective wade 
Uplriam anita a of he ‘industrial way 

Tie. 


A slontific study of trade unionism requires 
{4 cloat understanding of the term. “Trade Union’ 
According to Indian Trade Union Act 1926, 
Swede union moans any combination, whether 
~tomporaty or permsnent, formad primarily for tho 
purpose of regulating the relctions berweon work 
men and employers or between workman and 
‘otkmen, of between employers. and employee 
‘or for imposing rostietive conditions on the 
conduct of any. trade ot business, and Includes 
‘ony fodorasion of two or motu Trade Unions!!! 


‘Tho trade unjon is an autem of modarn 
factory system: It was felt strongly by labour 
class that unlass they improved thoir bargaining 
position through the formation of trade. unions, 
‘they would always be subjected to the danger of 
setlous exploitation by thalr employers. Hence 
the trado union came into existence, In general, 
the trade unions ayo tho organisation of the 
werkers, The workers form themselves into a 
union, rigo funds, got the union registered 
According to law and then it soe itself to carry 
‘out funetions for which it came into boing. 


Tho pilmary function of the wade union is to 
promota and protect ¢he interest of its mombers. 
‘Tha union draws iis etrongth from the funds and 

==¥ the general suppot which its mombors subsctibe 
10 it. The functions of ted= union may bo 
described under following twa cetiviies: 


Intramural The alma of such activites Is to 
feonsure adequate wages, sacue better conditions 
‘of work and better treatment from the employers, 
For realising such objectives, tho rade union 
adopts the method of collactive bargaining, nego 
tiation, stikes and byeots, 


Extramural —Extvamural_cotvities means the 
performance of those activities which help. th 
workers in times of neod and improve. thelr 
ftficinncy. Such activites help labourers during 
the time of sicknoss, provide accident bonefits 
‘and support them ‘during tho period of thor 
unemployment, sikos and lockouts.  Bosides 
‘his thoso actvitios includ verlous schomos and 
asus for tho wolfare of th» workors, 


‘The above functions confor a largo number of 
benefits upon the workers and hance the growth 
fof ado unionism has proved a boon to the 
working classes, A strong tado union Is 

~guerantee of industlal peace and ensures tho 
stablity of the industiy. Any decision agreed 
‘upon collectively by the workers ie bound to 
Command obedianos and rospvet tho. gonotal 


i 


body of the workers and on the other the 
‘employers also cannot afford to take workers 
‘docisions lightly of Ignore them, Such decisions 
‘not only bying about Improvement in tho condi 
‘ions of work, employment and wages of the 
workors but also. load to greater officiency. 
famong labourers and create a fooling of -elt= 
‘ogpeet and confidence among thom, 


‘Thero. ay four central 
ations oporeting in india wx wall aa in Ra 
for the welfare of the loboures, Thao aro: 
11 All Inia Trad Union Congress (AITUC) 
2, Hind Majdoor Sabha (HMS) 
3. Central Indian Trade Union (CITY) 


4, Indian National Trade Union Congros 
cintuc) 


Al the four rede unions are popular In the 
country and in Rajasthan too. Each trade orgar 
isation is offliated with samo or the other 
political party, 


‘Trade Unions in Mineral Activities. of TSP. 
Region, 

‘The vole of fade unions In the minoral_ sector 
of TSP region fb negligible, atleast in the organ- 
‘sations and activities carded cut by the small 
scale. privato entioproneurs. However, such is 
No the case in the jublic owned minerl.activi- 
ties of TSP region. The vatious labour Acts) 
such as Workmen's Compensstion Act, 1923, 
‘Minimum Wages Act, 1948; Employeo's stawo 
Insurance Act, 1949; Industrial Dispute “Act, 
1987; Minos Act, 1982; Matoraity Bonefit Act, 
1981 are operative in Stato owned units and 
‘very labourer has aright to avail the. benofte 
provided by those acts. In. the private owned 
‘small scalo organisations, the tibal have 
‘not boon able to. organise thomsalves. Since 
theso workers are omployed on ad hoe and daily 
‘asia, they do not dovolop any wonse of affinity 
to tho job and unite thomsolves. Even If thoy 
how a slightest intention of unity of form a 
union they aro thyeatoned in many ways, The 
‘employer throatons to damias thom from work, 
‘r Stop hoping them by advancing maney which 


‘undo union organie 
han 


they need for social, religious of porsonel 
‘purposes. Most vibal workers. are iltcrato, 
Uuntzcined and not avere of their own legal right. 


‘Again, sinco tho mineral activtioe oro goneraly 
in the intorior areas, tha workors do not have 
any outside leederhip to guide them In their 
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Malik P.L., The Tadustria/ Law, Eastorn Book Company, Lucknow, 1974, 


ifcut times. | Moroover, its not possible for 
‘the outside trade union leaders to contact these 


‘Union ofg@nisations. This has resulted in ex- 
Blaittion of tribal workers by their owners in 
the pivate owned orgenisations, 


Cutaie onquides relating to tedo unions from 
tho tibet workers and the owners wore msde 
dating the evvey of 6S minal activity unite 
fend from 206 tds! workers. The Gndings are 
pres: ted wnder the following heeds: 


[Analyele of Present status of Trade Unions 
in the Miners! Sector of TSP Regiot 

‘As atated above no trade union was operative 
in any of the privetely owned mineral unis 
However, only one unit was found to hew = 
trade union recognized by its employer. This 
Unit is located in Bari village of Benswore 
distict. All the tibel workers wero mombere of 
this trade union. All Government oweed mineral 
tunits hed trade unions recogrized by thelr 
authorities. 


Following questions were incorpor:ted in. the 
schedules of employers and tho tibet woukers 
{to obtain the Information on working of trede 
Unions in the mineral scivities of the study 
eglon. ‘The questions asked 10 the owners 


(Dees any trade union exist in your 
mineral unit ? 

(i) Wyes, then isle recognized by you ? 

(Ut) De you feat that exetence of any weds 
‘onion in your unit will ever be uxotut 
In helping the workors of your unit ? 
How 7 


Cartel questions wore leo ssked from the 
‘ibel Hoekors to gather Information on the trede 
tunione and cross tally she respons of the 
employers, Theo a0 2— 
(W) Ara you n member of any trede unin 2 
(@) 1a your tedo union recognised by the 
menagemont 7 
ai) What 's the total membership of your 
trade union 7 
(i) How many tibsl workers re the 
mambors of this union ? 


82 


(v) What was the role of trade_union in 
your mineral unit during last 12 
months ? 

(2) Has he union beon helpful to you 
(eat workers) ? 


‘The findings on the basis of the responses 
recorded are presented below : 


fetponees trom privately owned Mineral 

‘Of tho 68 surveyed (privately owned) 
rinerel units, 29 unite were of mining teases. 
[At the time of suvey it was found thet no tredo 
‘onion was operative In any of these minora 
tints, The owners of those unite also did not 
fencoutegs ot allow any trede union In their 
fitz. in case of 29. minaal-based industrial 
except for one unit that is Bari village of 
Bonsiora district, no unit was having the trede 
pion, 


(On the basis of the responses, it was 
found that in the mineral unit of Bari 
vyilage of Benswara distict, Hind Maidoor 
Sabha trede union was fecognized by the 
owners. The total members of this. trade 
Ginicn is 200, outof which, 250-members re 
ftibels end they wore: In fovour cf the 
existence of tho ttede union. Dur 
months there was no cispute between 
(workers and management, The rolc of this 
‘ace union wes not so. impreschve. It hed 
‘vitualy played no role in helping the tribal 
workers to get the employment in the unit oF 
‘settle thet problems with the employer 


Becuse cf the non-exisiunce of any trade 
tenion diffeont Labour Aets were not followe 
by any of the privaiely owned: units, For 
example, under the Workmen's Compensetion 
‘Act 1928, a Inbour empicyed ina mine it mat 
‘with an eeeident er cosvelty during the time .of 
ceanying cut the job, he tes a righttut claim to 
receh@ reeronsble compensstlon ftom his 
CCeplover. But during couse of present survey, 
ites towed thot no euch bonwtite were provided 
to any tubat woikst In the private cwoed. mines, 
In cee of casvalaiaa, te employers try to vette 
‘0 fueh-up the motter by paying 8 vary negligible 
‘amount showing their apparent s¥mmpathy. 


Sicslely the Minimum Wopes Act is leo not 
‘bse ved in ail the mining units, This 1s because 
of the esey avellabilty of ibal_ lubourere 
Uhoughout the year to the privetely owned 
lunits. The women workurs and. children 


‘working in the mines do not recsive the wages 
23 por this Act. They ere generally pid much 
{ees than thelr counter-part male works, 


Mines Act directs for proper safety ot 
+ labourers providing adoquate securities to the 
‘workers. But in fact the tribal workers. engeged 
{Im minos do not gee any weekly rest and extra 
‘wages for overtime work. Thus in. the absence 
of recognized trace unions tho va‘ous provisions 
ftuch ax. Maternity. Benefit Act, Employeo's 
‘Store insurance Act and Mines Act aie not 
‘availed and enjoyed by the male and female 
tbo! workers, 


Responses trom 
‘Mineral Units, 
‘The numbor of mineral units under Govem- 
‘mont ownership surveyed was five end out of 
these four were mining units snd one was, 
beneficiary pitoting plan. All the four 
tunes have trade unions functioning smoothly In 
the units. The tad unions ate not. cnly recog. 
‘ised but are encouraged by the authorities of 
theso units. Al the problems of labour are 
solved through negotitions between union 
leaders and the menagement. it is a healthy 
‘sign to note that ail the tibal workers ‘employed 
~3% in these units ara enjoying various social security 
benofits 


{In the public ssctor orgenisations manage 
ment is taking adequate stops for wellare of 
‘tibel workers, Authertise hold perodics! 
discussions end undertake mutual agrensents 
with representatives of trad union toadore for 
‘smooth running of the unit. The orpeniastion. 
‘ise trade union datas oi2— 


(0 INTUG exists in the mining unit of 
Rojosthan State Minsral Developmant Comore 
‘hon (RSMDC) of Banswara district near vllogo 
Bar. The total members of the union is 20, out 
Of Which 16 are tribel workers, During the last 
12 months, INTUC wor not so effective. 
However, the workers were in favour of the 
‘xistonce of this trade union inthis unit 


(i) In Udsipur district, thee Government 
‘owned mining leases are in existence. Out of 
these one is of Hindustan Zinc Limited (HZL} 
ft Zawar Mines near Prasad vilage of Sarado 
Tehsil. INTUC Is recognised by the management 

_!0 this unit, ‘The iotal membors of this trade 


Government Owned 


union is 850; 525 members arm iba! workers, 
‘This ede union is playing is role effocvely In 
{tre weltsre and other activities of the labourers, 
‘The dispute ao setted though mutual discussions 
‘and nogotistions which prevent wnions conflicts, 


(2 At Jhomerkowa Mines of Rejosthan 
State Mines and Minerale (RSMM), INTUC Is 
recognised by tho manegemont, ‘The totot 
‘members of INTUC is 900, out of which 50 
a9 iba! mombers. In this mining unit about 
40 ibats got the jobe through effets of the 
INTUC trade unicn. 


(i) The RSMDE Is mining the rock phos: 
jphete et village Kanpur ond INTUC. is. in 
‘operation and is recognised by the manogement, 
‘Tha total number of members of this 
union ls 40, out of which 25 are tribals, 
Gisputes ore sotied through negotiations a 
‘modiatomhip of labour loaders ofthe te 


Ditorent Act, like Workmen's Compensation 
‘Act, Maternity Benefit Act, Minimum  Waces 
‘Ast, Employee's State insurance Act are sicily 
observed by all the mineral units. Every lebouret 
‘of the nit gets the benefits provided by the. 
above Acts, 


‘Thus it was observed during the course of 
‘survey thet the role of trade. unions in all State 
‘owned agencies is quite effective and hay 
resulted in providing healthy industrial environ= 
ment in the smocth working of the units. it 
is conformed irom the following two recently 
‘made negotiations in the units. 


(A The Hindustan Zine Limited, Udsipur, 
where INTUC 's sctive has signed conciliation 
wage settlement during August 1969 with the 
Union. The wages are etfoctive from the et 
Jenuary 1969 for @ period of three and a half 
‘years; that is up to the 30th June, 1992. This 
Settlement has since been implemented.’ The 
‘workers sro happy with the sotdement and 
{eceive wages which ae much higher thin 
the wages of a worker in the privately owned 
unite. Besides Hindustan Zinc Limited has alo 
‘constituted an Apex Council which is headed by 
{8 Senior Executive” The purpose of this council 
‘is to identity areas. where compeny can contil- 
‘bute for the wellare of tribals. A sum of 


2 23rd Annual Repor, Hindustan Zine Limited, Udaipur 1988-89, 
3. Facts At A Glance, Hindustan Zine Limited, Udaipur, 1988. 


Rs, 1°50 lakhs have boon earmatked by the 
company duting the year 1988-88 for extending 
social woltare activities in TSP Region. 

1”) Steita-ty in the Rajasthon Steto Mines 
and Minorals unit Udaipur and in tho unit of 
Rajasthan State Mineral Development Co-rpora- 
tion mainly INTUC is. recognised and. looking 

vunion takes 
porary tibal 
after entering into 
Negotiations with tho management. 


Conclusion 
1, Laboure of the mineral activities fall under 
two broad catagories, they are organised and 
‘unorganised, Organised labourers are affilated 
10 some Wado unions oF federation known by its 
particular ideology, The unorganised labourers 
have no afflition with ony trade. union. With 
respect to trade union activities in government 
‘ownod mineral activities, the privataly owned 
poles apart. In all the Govern 

‘organised, 


2, Social security to the ‘workers. in 
rminoral activities is provided under the various 
‘cts, Tribal workers in. the privataly owned 
unite do not got advantoges of — seourity 

ilons of these acts, The reasons. being, 


‘of mustr rolls legislative control 
‘over the minora activitios. of the TSP. region. 
‘The statutory enactments do not apply to. the 
privately owned mines because the owners 
Cleverly manipulate records t0 evade tho statu 
‘toty provisions and thoreby trom. thelr 
Hiablites 10 provide the social security benofite 
10 thelr omployeos, 


‘employed Government owned 
‘activites sro protected by the bost 
possible social securty measures possible ino 


developing country, ik India Besides tho 
medical benefits, the wibst warimen are also 
tntitied to get benefits in tne SoA =F provident 
funds, “gratuity end insurance, 7 


Suggestive Measures 


twas observed during the sneer et trade 
‘unions are not encouraged in she exately owned 
Units. There aio various reason fer auch a 
situation, The owners discourage seh unions 
In tholr unite in order to. save Shemmaetves from 
spending amount on various walters sctvitios 
fof the wil workers, It is, therefore suggested 
that— 


() Awareness among the wibels be 
doveloped by the Conta Labour Deparrment 03 
wall as by tho Stato Labour Department, Tho 
labour officers during their wists to mines should 
‘make tho tribal workers aware about their lagal 
rights and claims as per provisions of various 

‘ecurty acts constituted by Government 
ff India, Sinco tho. tribal workers hove no. 
kknowlodgo or doo of safety end sacutity of 
working in hazardous occupation of minoral 
to educate them through 
by moans of mobile 


the poriadical fim 
‘vane and to show thom how measures of safety 
‘ean be adopted or how w sense of unity can be 
‘ovoloped to claim the provisions under varioue 
‘cto, This will b> the first and foremost step 
to mako them aware af the various benetita tn 


ting organised into unions, 


(ll) The statutory provisions made under various 
facts should be more sticly adhered to and 
‘ofauitors should be adequately penalised. For this 
‘purpose, surprise lngpections should be conduc. 
fed and dofaulters should be warned, Intligence 
departments should also_moke tho onqurios 
‘through Its usual procedure, Inspections. should 
bo entrusted with sutficiont powers to penaliso 
‘the dofaulter on the spot of inquiry. 


4, Annual Report, RSMM, Udaipur, 1988 
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